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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A year ago the writer completed a Bachelor of Divinity 
thesis entitled: 11A History of Missouri Synod Work .Among the 
Japanese." That thesis gave a brief history of missionary 
endeavors carried on by pastors, missionaries, chaplains, 
teachers, and laymen of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 
among people of Japanese ancestry living in the United States 
till 1952, among ~apanese people living in China till 1950, 
and among Japanese people living in Japan till September, 
1948. The latter date was chosen as a terminating point for 
the work in Japan itself because that date marks the arrival 
of the Rev. William J. Danker, first resident missionary ot 
the Missouri Synod in Japan. 
The present thesis is entitled: aA History of Missouri 
Synod Work in Japan." It gives a brief history of the work 
done by members ot the Missouri Synod in Japan itself from 
September, 1948, to January, 1953. In order that this thesis 
might give a more complete picture, Chapter II will be de-
voted to an overview ot the past activities ot the Missouri 
Synod which led to the opening of the field 1n Japan in 1948. 
For a more detailed picture of those activities, the reader 
would do well to consult the B.D. thesis mentioned above • 
. 
This overview will be followed by a discussion of the 
2 
survey trip to Japan made by Dr. o. H. Schmidt, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of The Lutheran 
Church--Missouri Synod, including the arrival ot the Rev. 
William J. Danker and the beginnings ot his work. 
The Missouri Synod's work is taking place in three 
separate areas: (l) the Tokyo-Yokohama area (also known as 
the Kanto area); (2) the Niigata area, about three hundred 
miles north of Tokyo on the Sea of Japan; and (3) the Hok-
kaido area, the northernmost of the four main islands of 
Japan. Since the development of the work in each ot these 
areas is a story in itself, each will be taken up in a sep-
arate chapter. 
The Missouri Synod has already done considerable work 
1n the field of education in Japan. It has established and 
maintains Sunday schools, Vacation Bible Schools, kinder-
gartens, a high school, young people's summer camps and clubs, 
and leadership training institutes. All of these will be 
discussed in a chapter devoted to various phases of education. 
The production of suitable literature in the vernacular 
is essential for the growth and maintenance of any church. 
In this tield, too, the Missouri Synod mission has been ac-
tive. It has concerned itself with Sunday school literature, 
the translation of its Synodical Catechism, Vacation Bible 
School materials, quite a number of tracts and pamphlets, 
various theological works, and the like. The extent of the 
work 1n this field will be the subject of a separate chapter. 
-
3 
Every year the missionaries of the Missouri Synod have 
held a Japan Mission Conference. Besides providing spiritual 
growth for the missionaries themselves, these conferences 
serve as the policy-setting agency for the work 1n Japan, 
subject to the approval of the parent church body through its 
Board of Foreign Missions. A chapter will be devoted to an 
overview of the discussions at these and other conferences. 
Certain phases of the work 1n Japan that are not conducted by 
the individual areas, but rather take 1n the whole field or 
Japan, as medical missions and the Lutheran Hour, will also 
be considered 1n this chapter. 
A list of the American missionary personnel 1n Japan, 
a statistical review for 1952, an annual statistical summary, 
attendances at meetings, land and buildings in Japan, and a 
summary of expenditures by the Board of Foreign Missions for 
the Japan mission are given in the appendices. The latter 
does not include funds sent directly to Japan without passing 
through the office of the Board. 
It some phase of the Missouri Synod's work 1n Japan is 
omitted or is incomplete, this was not done intentionally. 
Every effort bas been made to gather complete information on 
every phase of activity, insofar as this was possible for one 
some seven thousand miles removed from the subject be is writ-
ing about. The history here given is based altogether and 
only on information supplied to the writer. For any omissions 
or failure to give due recognition as well as tor possible 
" 
errors he humbly offers apologies. 
Throughout the thesis the terms "JUssouri Synod" and 
"Synod" refer to The Lutheran Clmrch--l11ssour1 Synod, and 
the term "the mission" is to be understood as referring to 
the Japan mission being sponsored by that church body. 
~ - . 
. ···-
. CHAPTER II 
OVERVIEW OF THE PAST 
The Missouri Synod had its first opportunity to begin 
mission work in Japan sixty years ago. That opportunity came 
when a man named Henry Midsuno came to the United States from 
Japan . Midsuno decided to visit various churches 1n San Fran-
cisco. One Sunday he came to St. Paul's Lutheran Church. One 
of the elders of the congregation introduced M.idsuno to the 
pastor, J.M. Buehler, who later instructed and confirmed him. 
He then prevailed on him to study for the Lutheran ministry. 
Midsuno attended Concordia College, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, where he was grad-
uated in 1895. Early in 1895 his mother requested that he 
return home iJDmediately because of family circumstances. 
Hence Midsuno made arrangements to take his final examinations 
early. In April, 1895, he left the United States and returned 
to Japan, leaving with the understanding that the Missouri 
Synod would later send him his call to begin work in Japan. 
But the call was never sent.l 
In 1941, George Shibata, a young man ot Japanese ances-
lFor a more detailed discussion on the life and work of 
Henry Midsuno, see the writer's unpublished B.D. thesis: "A 
History of Missouri Synod Work Among the Japanese, 11 pp. 4-18. 
The thesis ia in Pritzlat't Memorial Library, Concordia Semi-
nary, St. Louis, Mo. 
6 
try, enrolled at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Kissouri.2 
Throughout his seminary days he frequently spoke about hia 
desire to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people liv-
ing in Japan, the land of his ancestors. Dr. Louis J. Sieck, 
then president ot Concordia Seminary, a number of others at 
the seminary, and leaders in the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Missouri Synod had the same thought in mind. They recog-
nized that the Synod's second opportunity to get into Japan 
lay in the person of George Shibata and they were determined 
to take advantage of this opportunity. 
During his stay at Concordia Seminary, Shibata was very 
active in promoting the cause of missions among people of Jap-
anese ancestry. He made frequent trips to Minneapolis to en-
courage the people of Japanese descent who were 1n membership 
at St. Peter's Lutheran Church there. 
Shibata was graduated from Concordia Seminary on July 13, 
1945. For some time previous to this the question had been 
asked as to where he should be placed. Because of the war in 
the Pacific, the Board of Foreign Missions was 1n no position 
to call him for work in Japan. The suggestion that he work 
among the Japanese living in the Hawaiian Islands also posed 
almost insurmountable obstacles because or the war just end-
ing. Dr. Sieck then arranged a call for him through the 
2see the writer's B.D. thesis, .21?.• .2.!i•, pp. 41-51, for 
a biographical sketch of George Shibata. 
7 
Emergency Planning Council by which be was assigned to serve 
among the people of Japanese descent living in the Minneapolis 
area.3 In 1946 Shibata was transferred . to Seabrook Farms, New 
Jersey, to work among the Nisei living there temporarily. 
Atter the close ot World War II, the insistent cry con-
tinued to go up that the Missouri Synod mu.st get to work in 
Japan. Especially the activity and letters of chaplains and 
members of the American armed forces stationed in Japan helped 
to create interest in Synod to undertake work there. The 
College of Presidents, the Board of Directors, and the Board 
of Foreign Missions discussed the matter and they, too, ex-
pressed their earnest desire that missi?n work be begun. The 
report of the Board of Foreign Kissions given to Synod's Con-
vention held in Chicago in 1947 stated: 
The Board of Foreign Missions is endeavoring to enter 
Japan for the purpose of establishing mission work also 
in that country. It is hoped that before long a survey 
can be made, as a preliminary move towards work in that 
field.4 
At this Convention Synod gave its wholehearted support to the 
beginning of work 1n Japan when it adopted a resolution en-
couraging the expansion of mission work in foreign fields. 
The resolution reads in part: 
3 The work in the Minneapolis area is discussed in detail 
in the writer's B.D. thesis,~· ill•, pp. ~-40. 
4Proceedings of the Fortieth Regular Convention of the 
Ev. Lutheran s1,odof-ilI'ssourl, Ohio, and Other Ste.tes'; -
July 20-29, 19 , p:-368. - -
PRITZLAFF MEMORL~L LIBP.ARY 
coacor~rA SE.i'-tu'i.AJ.Y 
-ST, LOUIS, MO. 
. . ~ ..... 
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••• Whereas, This undeserved mercy o! our God should 
move us to profound gratitude, which should evidence it-
self in more fervent love and zealous devotion 1n spread-
ing this Gospel of peace~ and 
Whereas, The Lord Himself invites us to do so by 
opening up doors in the Philippines, where we have al-
ready begun the work, and probably in Japan and other 
countries; therefore be it 
Resolved, That we commend our Mission Board for its 
. courageous efforts in sending nine men to the Philippines 
and that we encourage them to go forward with that same 
aggressive spirit wherever the Lord opens the doors for 
us.5 
When it became evident that the Jd.issouri Synod would be 
able to enter Japan in the not too distant future, the Board 
of Foreign Missions made definite plans to send George Shibata 
to Japan as soon as possible. But until he could be sent, he 
was enrolled in the Far Eastern and Russian Language School 
of the University of California. After one semester there, 
he was tutored by a ninety-one year old former tutor of his 
mother, a Mr. K. Hayakawa. 
At about this same time the Board of Foreign ~issions 
extended a call for work in Japan to the Rev. William J. 
Danker, of West Chicago, Illinois. Pastor Danker accepted 
this call, and on June 27, 1948, Dr. O. H. Schmidt commissioned 
him as missionary to Japan in the latter's own church in West 
Chicago. The Rev. Paul F. Mehl, who had just returned from 
an official visit to Japan in bebalt of the Armed Services 
Commission, delivered the sermon. Pastor Danker had been in 
the ministry eleven years prior to accepting this call. 6 
5Ib1d., p. 358. 
-
6"News n The Lutheran Witness, Aug. 24, 1948, p. 266. 
, -=~--...... 
CHAPTER llI 
BEGINNING I?i JAPAll 
It was not easy for the Missouri Synod to enter Japan 
after the close of World War II. The country was under very 
strict military control and it was difficult fore church 
body to enter which had not been working there before the war. 
The Missouri Synod, which had not been in Japan prior to the 
war, had no experience in church work there, had no property, 
no connections with Japan, no one who spoke the language, and 
no evident means of securing housing and food. The military 
authorities were inclined to discourage any new mission from 
coming in because they looked upon such as a potential lia-
bility, as another mouth to reed, another person to supply 
with housing and fuel, another responsibility. It was only 
after a good deal of negotiating that permission was secured 
for Dr. o. H. Schmidt, the Executive Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, to go to Japan, and his stey was limited 
to the period between August 14 and October 14, 1948.l 
Dr. o. H. Schmidt left Seattle by plane on August 14 and 
landed 1n Tokyo early on August 16. He was met at the airport 
by Chaplain and Mrs. Oscar W. Sehoech, who also were his hosts 
during his stay in Tokyo. They, together with Chaplains Lu-
1o. H. Schmidt, "Open Doors Overseas," 1949, p. 2. 
- . 
•, 
• ·1 
.. 
.:.:, 
·' 
10 
ther G. Scb1iesser, William J. Reiss, and Walther Huchthausen, 
were of tremendous assistance to h1m because they knew where 
to go and whom to see, and they were strategically located to 
show him around 1n Japan. They offered a great deal of help-
ful advice. Much credit should be given to these chaplains 
for the major role they played in helping the Missouri Synod 
get its start.2 
Dr. Schmidt's first day 1n Japan was devoted to a lengtb1 
conference with Chaplains Huchthausen and Schoech in outlining 
plans for the survey and in trying to establish the strategy 
to be followed in working in Japan. That evening they made a 
call to the home of Dr. Paul S. Mayer, of the Committee of 
Six, which had charge of post-war religious affairs in Japan. 
Through this visit pel'Dl.ission was gained for the Rev. William 
J. Danker to come. The next morning a conference was held 
with a certain Dr. Bunce of the Department of Civil Informa-
tion and Education, and a plan was worked out by which the 
status of "representative missionary" of the Missouri Synod 
was transferred from Dr .• Schmidt to Pastor Danker. This gave 
Danker an opportunity to live for sixty days in an Army billet 
and to secure food, transportation, and other supplies from 
Army sources.3 
After spending several days 1n Tokyo, holding conferences 
2 Ibid., p. 3. 
-
:5Ibid., pp. 3 r. 
.. 
,· 
·, 
. l 
ll 
with other Lutherans, govermnent and bank otficials, and the 
like, as well as making a survey of possible areas for begin-
ning work 1n Tokyo itself, Dr. Schmidt made a trip through 
northern Honshu and Hokkaido. On the we:y he visited N1igata 
with Chaplain Huchthausen, who had also investigated mission 
possibilities in Nagano. His itinerary after that included 
Sendai, Jinmachi, Yamagata, Yonezawa, Akita, Tsuruoka, Honjo, 
Yokote, and Aomori with Chaplain Schliesser; Sapporo, Otaru, 
Chitose, Josankei, Nopporo, and Asahigawa with Chaplain Reiss; 
and Gifu, Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka, and Yokohama with Chaplain 
Huchtha.usen.4 
Everywhere· these men went they received the urgent re-
quest that missionaries be sent. Chaplain Reiss stated: 
Every place we visited on Hokkaido, all whom we con-
tacted, begged our Church to send men. The government 
of Hokkaido, the mayors of cities, all brought the same 
invitation, "Comel" "Please, comel" The Protestant 
ministers, the Catholic priests, asked for our help 1n 
spreading Christianity among the Japanese. There has 
been no indication of objections to our Church's work, 
either from clergymen or from the government. One 
mayor made the statement that if we came to his city, 
he would provide the ground; others said that they would 
help us to locate and settle in their areas •••• 
I am sure Secretary Schmidt's reception is much the 
same throughout Japan.5 
General Douglas MacArthur, then Supreme COD'DDsnder o! the 
Allied Powers, pointed out the challenge and the urgency that 
4 Ibid., p. 4. 
-
5E. H. Meinzen, "Tbat Japan Ka,- Revive," ~ Lutheran 
Witness, Nov. 2, 1948, p. 354. 
. ' 
·~ 
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Japan presented after the war when he said to Pastor Paul F. 
Mehl, a member of the Board or Foreign ~issiona: "I wish that 
for every missionary you send, you would send one hundred, 
and for eve?7 dollar you spend, you would spend one thousand."6 
Later MacArthur said: 
If you agree that now is the chance to bring the Japanese 
people under the influence of Christian teaching, your 
missionary effort is on far too small a scale. You want 
to multiply your effort about a bundred!old. This is 
going to cost money. If you can get the Christian world 
convinced of the greatness ot the call, surely there is 
no doubt of its rising to the height ot the opportunity. 7 
The Rev. Kosaku Nao accompanied Dr. Schmidt during his 
trip on Hokkaido and interpreted for him in his meetings with 
the Japanese. Pastor Nao was tormerly a pastor in the Japan 
Lutheran Church, which is affiliated with the mission of the 
United Lutheran Church in Japan. He is at present enrolled 
in the Graduate School of Concordia Seminary, st. Louis, 
Missouri. After the conclusion of Dr. Schmidt's trip, Pastor 
Nao wrote a letter to Dr. Theodore Graebner, then editor of 
~ Lutheran Witness, in which he expressed his astonishment 
and pleasure that the governor of Hokkaido volunteered his 
assistance if and when the Missouri Synod missionaries would 
arrive. The mayor extended "a warm and cordial invitation" 
through Dr. Schmidt to the missionaries from the Missouri 
6scbmidt, "Open Doors overseas," .21?.· ~., PP· 4 r. 
7Herman H. Koppelmann, "Is General MacArthur Right About 
JapanTn ~ Lutheran Witness, Nov. 6, 1949, PP· 6 r . 
:1·. 
' 
.,·,; 
SY"Dod, "urging them to visit him the minute they arrived, for 
he would be most happy to meet them and to assist." Pastor 
Nao also added his own personal request: n1 personally have 
met so many young people who are eager to hear His Word and 
to enjoy Christian fellowship, I earnestly pray that you will 
send your missionaries to us--soon.n8 
As was mentioned previously, Chaplains Schoech and Hucht-
hausen accompanied Dr. Schmidt to the conference with Dr. 
Bunce to make arrangements for Danker to come to Japan. Mrs. 
Sehoech was also with them. While the men were on the sixth 
floor or the Radio Tokyo building in consultation with Dr. 
Bunce, Mrs. Schoech remained in the lobby, looking over sou-
venirs and silks in a gift shop belonging to Mrs. June Otsu, 
who understood some English. Mrs. Schoech explained to her 
what kind of negotiations were going on six floors above them. 
When Mrs. Otsu heard about it, she immediately offered the 
use of her house as a meeting place for the new missionary 
when he would arrive.9 
Danker had originally planned to go with his wife and 
children to Berkeley, California, to study the Japanese lan-
guage there. As a result of Dr. Schmidt's negotiations in 
Japan, Danker•s military permit to enter came through very 
8Theodore Graebner, "We are Welcome in Japan,n ~ 
Lutheran Witness, Feb. 22, 1949, p. 52. 
9William J. Danker, nA Modern Lydia, n Ia!. Lutheran 
Witness, Feb. a, 1949, pp. 39 t. jt 
,.·. ~~~ ~~~;;=;;. -~-~ -~===-==----
suddenly and unexpectedl.y. So that no time would be lost, he 
tlew alone to Japan, atter only a week's notice.10 He left 
from Chicago on the evening or September 11, 1948, and landed 
at the Tokyo airport early on September 14, where he was wel• 
comed by Chaplain and Mrs. o. W. Schoech.11 
The very next evening Danker, Dr. Schmidt, and Chaplain 
and Mrs. Schoech called on Mrs. Otsu. She was as good as her 
word. She invited her friends to her house for services and 
on the following Sunday, September 19, Danker held his first 
service in her home, with nine people present. Mrs. Otsu also 
provided an interpreter for this service.12 
For six days Danker was able to confer with the mission 
secretary on matters relating to the establishment ot the new 
mission field. A service was held at the GHQ Chapel Center 
in Tokyol3 on September 19, in which Dr. Schmidt formally 
declared the Japan mission opened. About thirty people at-
tended the service, most of them Lutheran civilians 1n Japan 
at the time, together with~ few interested Japanese. The 
following day Dr. Schmidt left Japan and continued on his 
10william J. Danker, "A Hand Over Ky Shoulder," !!!!, 
Walther League Messenger, Jan., 1950, p. l?. 
llo. H. Schmidt, "Pioneering in Japan, 11 !a!. Lutheran 
Witness, Nov. 30, 1948, pp. 393 r. 
12 Danker, "A Modern Lydia," .El?.• ill• 
13Descr1ption accompanying alide no. 15 ot a set ot 
slides completed by William J. Danker about May, 1950, a 
copy ot which is in the visual aids libral'1 of the Fo~igp 
~-· Kissions Society', Concordia Semin~, St. Louis, Ko. 
•'} 
'i' . 
.. 1 
... 
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journey to survey Missouri Synod mission fields in China, the 
Philippines, and New Guinea.14 
A residence was purchased and remodeled for Danker and 
his family some time later. This project was financed by the 
Northern Illinois District of the Lutheran Women's Jdissionary 
League, a group for which Danker had served as pastoral ad-
visor for seven years prior to his going to Japan.15 
Krs. Danker and children were not able to join Danker 
in Japan until February 12, 1949.16 
l4schmidt, "Open Doors Overseas," £E.• ~., pp. 7-13. 
15nescription accompanying slide .no. 87, 2E.• £!1• 
16Fore1gn Missions . Bulletin,. No. 37, March, 1949, p. 9 • 
CHAPTER IV 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOKYO AREA 
All the missionaries of the Missouri Synod to come to 
Japan first spent some time in the Tokyo area. That period 
of time varied from just a few weeks for the first mission-
aries to arrive to a year spent in language school by those 
arriving later. A complete listing of the Americ~ mission--
ary personnel and the dates of their arrival in Japan is 
given in Appendix A, together with the chief station .or sta-
tions they serve or served. During the time the missionaries 
were in the Tokyo area, most of them were active in one or 
several of the mission stations in that vicinity, making a 
complete and accurate account of the activity of each man in 
each station in the Kanto area (Tokyo, Yokohama, and vicinity) 
almost impossible. However, a brief historical sketch ot the 
development of each station will be given instead. These sta-
tions will be considered, as far as possible, in the chrono-
logical order of their beginning. 
Following his first service in Japan just five days after 
his arrival., Missionary Danker immediately began to take ad-
vantage of some of the opportunities that presented themselves 
for conducting Bible classes, either in English or through an 
interpreter. In a letter dated November 3, 1948, he writes: 
"This Friday I shall begin an English Bible Class at the Im-
• 
1'7 
perial University, No. l college ot Tokyo's 30 to 40 schools 
of college leve1.•l 
Danker was not to remain the only Missouri Synod m1ss1on-
aey in Japan for long. Shortly after his arrival, the liational-
ist Government in China began to crumble be~ore the Communist 
armies as they surged forward. The American Consul gave notice 
advising all American citizens in Central China to leave the 
country. Each successive notice became more urgent. On No-
vember 16, 1948, the Missouri Synod missionaries in Hanko• 
gathered to discuss possible means ot scattering their per-
sonnel, so that only a few families would be at srry one sta-
tion in case that station should be taken by the Communists. 
The missionaries considered it best that those families with 
very small children and those who bad just begun language 
study should be moved to places or relative safety. The first 
plan was to send three missionary families to Manila, but the 
following day a cable came from the Board of Foreign Missions 
in St. Louis, requesting that two ot the families be evacuated 
to Japan instead. Several days later the American Consul 
announced a deadline after which the United States would not 
be responsible for evacuating personnel from Central China. 
Until that time, however, the American Arrrry would fly the 
missionaries out free of charge. On November 26, Missionaries 
LeRoy Haas and Richard Meyer and their families, together with 
1Fore1gn Missions BuJ.letin, No. 36, Dec. 15, 1948, p. 6. 
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about twenty other missionaries, boarded a giant Army cargo 
plane and were soon in Shangbai.2 
Here there was another period of waiting until the writ-
ten permit to enter Japan would come through. Danker was try-
ing to get these permits tor them. He was able to give recog-
nized assurances for the physical support of the new mission-
aries. He had also been able to rent a house temporarily in 
devastated Tolcyo, on the strength of which he had applied for 
a military perm.it for his family. But because this permit was 
held up for several months, he had room to receive these wait-
ing missionaries from China.3 
The missionaries in Shanghai had already made alternate 
bookings to the Philippines when through a series of unusual 
coincidences they discovered that their permits to enter Ja-
pan were already in the hands of the Consulate General in 
Shanghai. Ordinarily such a permit required several months, 
but these had come through 1n less than two weeks. Since the 
Meyers were expecting their first child to be born soon, they 
flew to Tokyo, landing there on December 10, 1948. Mission-
aries LeRoy Hass and Ralph Egolf and their families left 
Shanghai at the same time on a Navy Destroyer which was 
pressed into service to evacuate Americans.4 They arrived 
2tetter trom Richard Keyer to A. K. Kuehnert, dated 
April 23, 1949. 
3w1111am J. Danker, "A Hand Over }q' Shoulder,"~ 
Walther League Messenger, Jan., 1950, pp. 28. 50. 
"xeyer, £1?.. ill• 
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in Yokohama on December 18. These missionaries were able to 
locate other housing by the time Mrs. Danker and family ar-
rived. Thus because of this situation in China it became 
possible to add workers immediately in the Japanese field far 
beyond what would have been possible in the normal course or 
events. 
In September, 1949, the t-.vo nurses, Miss Norma Lenschow 
and Miss Adelheid Mueller, who had been working with the 
Missouri Synod's mission in China, were also evacuated to 
Japan. 5 Each of them conducted Bible classes, gave health 
lectures, organized and promoted the activities of the Lu-
theran Medical Association in Japan, and carried on other 
work in the Kan to area. In May, 1952, Miss Lenschow was 
transferred to Sapporo, Hokkaido.6 
The first Christmas service by Missouri Synod mission-
aries in Japan was conducted by Danker and Meyer 1n Jlrs. June 
Otsu• s home, with twenty-five 1n attendance. Up to this time 
Mrs. Otsu had paid all the expenses for the services held 1n 
her house--electricity, fuel, hymnals, Bibles, etc. She 
wanted to begin holding collections each SUnday at the service 
to start a fund to buy a lot and build a church. She did not 
want a church built with American money. 7 
6w1111am J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, !a!, 
Badger Lutheran, March 30, 1950, P• 7. 
6Norma Lenschow, KissionaJ.WY'& Report, M&7, 1952. 
7 "Christmas in Japan," The Lutheran William J. Danker, -
Witness, Feb. 22, 1949, P· 59. 
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The opening of the first Sunday school of the mission 
took place largely through the efforts of a Japanese boy 
named Johnny Hasegawa, who first served as houseboy and inter-
preter for Danker. He took great interest in the efforts of 
Danker and Meyer to begin a Sunday school. They bad been 
looking for a meeting place tor some tillle to which they could 
transfer the meetings held in Mrs. Otsu•s house. One day 
Hasegawa came home ve'I'7 excited, having foUDd a privately 
conducted kindergarten room which cou1d be rented on Sundays. 
He 1JDmediately had one of his friends paint four po·sters con-
cerning the Sunday school that was to be organized. On Sat-
urday morning Meyer accompanied him as he pinned them up on 
four prominent spots. The fact that he was accompanied by an 
American caused curiosity to be aroused. At each place they 
soon had a small group gathered around them, watching and 
reading. That was the extent of the publicity for the SUnday 
school. The next day, Februal'Y 6, 1949, over seventy children 
w~re present for its opening.a On the following Sunday, one 
hundred two were present. By the last Sunday of the month 
attendance had increased to one bllndred fifty.9 The two 
teachers for this Sunday school were Johnny Hasegawa and Kiss 
Haruko Morishita.10 
8Letter from Richard Meyer to A. M. Kuehnert, dated 
Feb. 14, 1949. 
9Herman H. Koppelmann, "Anraenge in Japan," B!!: Luther-
!:a!!:, June 20, 1949, p. 211. 
lOKeyer, ~·~.,Feb. 14, 1949. 
> 
.. 
·• 
~f~ 
~:, 
j~"'i. 
, , 
--t:.. 
-...-.. 
2l 
As soon as possible the missionaries began to extend 
their ei'forts into the neighboring city, Yokohama. By April, 
1949, ~eyer reported that he was teaching a Bible class on 
two afternoons each week for the students in a commercial 
college 1n that city.ll 
Missionary Ralph Egolt arrived in Japan on December 18, 
1948, following an offer by the United States Navy to evacuate 
h1m f'rom Shanghai, as was mentioned earlier. But he had no 
military permit to enter Japan. Thus he had only thirty days 
to !'ind himseli' a place or he would have to return to the 
United States. By intercession of the chaplains, he managed 
to remain there until early in February, 1949, when he secured 
a position as teach.er of the social sciences 1n the American 
high school at Yokohama. This gave him a pos~ tion with the 
Occupation forces and made it possible !'or him to stay. Mrs. 
Egolf' also secured work so that she could remain there. He 
continued as teacher at the American school until August 31, 
when he accepted the call to Japan which the Board of Foreign 
Missions bad extended to him a month earlier.12 Even while 
teaching, be had openings for preaching the Word. At Easter, 
April 17, 1949, he preached to a gathering of about two hun-
dred. His wire was also active 1n bringing the essential 
llibid., April 23, 1949. 
l2Personal note rrom Herman H. Koppelmann to the writer, 
dated March 25, 1953. 
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doctrines or Christianity to Japanese women.15 
Before proceeding turther, it should be mentioned that 
most of the missionaries• wives have al.so been active in con-
ducting Bible classes or Sunday schools. 
A modest room which served as a chapel was dedicated in 
Yokohama on Pentecost, June 5, 1949.14 The first membership 
class was received there on June 25, 1950.15 After the ar-
rival of the six vicars sent out from Concordia Seminary, 
st. Louis, Missouri, in August, 1951, Vicar Dean Lueking was 
assigned to the Yokohama area. His reports indicate that he 
conducted a good many Bible classes, including some among 
people living in houseboats. 
At the time when the missionaries began their activitJ', 
the opportunities and challenges they faced were literally 
unlimited. A letter to the Board of .Foreign Missions signed 
by Chaplains Walther Huchthausen, William J. Reiss, and Oscar 
W. Schoech, and by Missionaries Danker, Meyer, and Shibata 
states: 
In one small service on Palm Sunday, ten out of twelve 
young people present confess Jesus Christ as their per-
sonal Savior. -- A Sunda:y School is opened on the first 
Sunday in February and by the second Sunday the mission-
ary is already swamped with more than one hundred chil-
13Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 38, n.d., p. 8. 
14H. w. Gockel, "Pentecost--in Yokohama,•~ Lutheran 
Witness, Aug. 23, 1949, p. 274. 
15ns1gnificant Dates in 1950,• Foreign Missions Bulletin, 
No. 45, March, 1951, p. 15. 
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ci.t-& , A miasionary• 8 wit ~~. ~ f1rst time 99 e organizes a Bible class. Ve>J t d Young people come, after being 
~t~1etl1regulol n~t to enroll at all unless they intend 
o come ar y. -- All this and much more in eight 
months frorn the time when your tirst lone missionary 
le£t c~icago, in a time when missionaries have had to 
spend t~ bulk of their time looking for housing and 
stuay1X1S the language. This is only a part tilile har-
:est • • • • General Douglas MacArthur • •• terms it 
an opp~f~unity without parallel since the birth of 
Christ. 
Miss Adelheid Mueller gave · the following report about a 
month after ber arrival in Japan: 
Never in the history ot Christian Missions has there been 
such a unique challenge presented to the Church. Who 
would ever have dreamed that 1n the veey same country in 
which only a few years ago Christianity was waging a life 
and death struggle for its very existence, it would today 
be 11the thing to do" to study Christianity? Much as we 
hate wars, it is nevertheless very obvious that the Lord 
used the last war with Japan as an instrument to destroy 
many of the false hopes and beliefs upon which the Jap-
anese people had been taught to rely. There seems to be 
a soul hunger among them, and many apparently sense that 
Christianity has something to offer them to satisfy that 
hunger. No, there is no mass movement toward Christianity, 
but the people are in a receptive mood. Now is the time 
for the Church to get busy! If we don't grasp the oppor-
tunity now while American influence is making it possible 
and easy for missionaries to come in to Japan, the oppor-
tunity may escape us. Most of our missionaries are find-
ing it impossible to do justice to all the opportunities 
which arise. It is something like one of them said the 
other day: nMission opportunities don•t merely come your 
way in Japan, they literally explode in your face!"l7 
A number of men and women wbo were with the American 
Occupation forces 1n Japan readily volunteered their free time 
to assist tbe missionaries in meeting the tremendous opportu-
l6Fore1gc Missions Bulletin, No. 38, .21?.• ~., pp. 13 f. 
17M1meographed letter from Adelheid Mueller, dated 
Oct. 21, 1949. 
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nities that Japan presented. Jlrs. Charlotte Polk of Decatur, 
Illinois, bad been conducting a class tor nurses and doctors 
already before Danker arrived. Captain William Seeber of 
Jefferson City, Missouri, taught a group of about twenty stu-
dents at Zenring Commercial College in Yokohama. Mr. Gilbert 
Sieving of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, conducted Bible classes at two 
places.18 Others who gave freely of their time and effort to 
the infant mission include: Miss Lorraine Yelden of Des Moines, 
Iowa; a Mr. Nixon of Washington, D.C.; Lt. Col. Erwin Jones; 
Sgt. and Mrs. Nick Sembra (on Hokkaido) ;19 W. o. and Mrs. 
Lester Grau;20 and Mrs. Eleanor Heinecke.21 
The first anniversary of Danker's first Bible class {held 
in June Otsu's house) was observed on Sunday, October 16, 1949. 
The service was held 1n the rented kindergarten building, 
mentioned above. The group gave the missionary a vase upon 
which had been painted in Japanese his name, the occasion, 
and Christ's Great Commission. 22 
Christmas, 1949, was the scene or a good deal of activity 
in the Kanto area. It began on December 18 when the Sunday 
lB"Lutberan Missions in Japan," pamphlet issued by The 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, n.d., p. 5. 
19Danker, "A Hand Over My Shoulder, 11 9.E.• ill•, p. 31. 
20R1chard Keyer, Missionary's Report, Nov., 1950. 
21Adelheid Mueller, Missionary's Report, April, 1951. 
22Herman H. Koppelmann, 8 F1rst Anniversary of our Work 
in Japan,•!!!!, Lutheran Witness, Nov. 29, 1949, p. 394. 
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school at Totsuka, under Missionary Me7er•a supervision, pre-
sented the mission's tirst children's Christma.a service. 
About two hundred fifty children took part 1n the program, 
complete with songs, recitations, and costumed tableaux o~ 
the nativity. On December 23 a Christmas celebration was 
held 1n a Japanese home where Mrs. Danker regularly conducted 
a Bible class. All the arrangements were made by the daughter 
of the family, and the service included a Japanese-made slide 
film on the life of Christ. The following evening seventy-
two people came to the Danker home for the Christmas celebra-
tion held by the Bible class that was regularly meeting there. 
Each one received some used clothing which friends in America 
had sent and a gift of candy. On Christmas Day more than two 
hundred fifty children in the Tolcy'o Sunday school presented 
a service under the direction of Shibata. At this presenta-
tion there were nearly four hundred people 1n attendance, 
crowded into a room measuring about thirty by thirt7 feet. 
This gives an indication of how desperately the mission was 
in need of chapels. On Christmas Eve, 141ssionary and Mrs. 
Egolf chartered a bus to take their group caroling. The 
young people sang on the streets and distributed handbills 
announcing their Christmas morning service. Captain and Mrs. 
William Seeber contributed wonderful gifts at this time in 
the form of six hundred pairs of socks for the Sunday school 
children and a slide projector for the use of the mission 1n 
·' 
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showing Bible stories.23 
On Sunday, January 29, 1950, five persons were baptized 
and two others were confirmed in Tokyo. One of those con-
firmed was Mr. Frank Shibata, president of the New Empire 
Mo~or Compa.IJY, the Ford agency of Tokyo. The rite was per-
formed by his son, Missionary George Shibata.24 
Another member of this class was Miss Haruko Morishita. 
Danker first met her at the home of Mrs. Otsu. l4iss :Morishita 
immediately began to serve as an interpreter for the mission-
ary.25 From February to June, 1950, she served as his !'ul.l 
time secretary and interpreter. out of 6,700 entrants, she 
wa~ one ·or one hundred forty-two young people who successfully 
passed an examination given by the American Government through 
the Institute of International Education and was awarded a 
scholarship to the University of Cincinnati for one year.26 
After a year there, she enrolled 1n Septemb~r, 1951, for one 
year at Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana,2'1 an in-
23w1111am J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, ~ 
Badger Lutheran, April 13, 1950, pp. 4 f. 
· 
24•Japan, 11 Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 41, March 15, 
1950, pp. 2 t. 
25w1111am J. Danker, "Japan's Women Want Jesus," Lutheran 
Woman•s Qu.arterlz, Oct., 1949, p. 3. 
26Harriet L. Ilse, "Meet Haruko Morishita,"~ Walther 
League Messenger, Jan., 1951, p. 8. 
27nx1ss Morishita to Valparaiso," Foreign Missions~-
letin, No. 47, Sept., 1951, p. 6. 
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atitution maintained by an association composed ot members of 
the Synodical Conference. Upon her return to Japan in the 
swmner of 1952, she took a position assisting Missionary E. J. 
Bergt in developing youth activities at the Tokyo Lutheran 
Center. 28 -- Other exchange students who were :members of the 
mission include Mr. Koji Ikeda and Mr. Miura, members of Izumi 
Lutheran Church, Yokohama,29 and Mr. Motohashi, from Tokyo.30 
The first meeting of "Oecupationairesa and missionaries 
1D the Kanto area, called "Lutheran Fellowship, n was held on 
May 21, 1950. Besides the Christian fellowship enjoyed by 
those who attended the ' meeting, it gave the missionaries an 
opportunity to present a picture of the work being carried on 
in Japan to the American personnel present.31 This monthly 
meeting has continued to the present time. 
Keguro, Tokyo 
Danker started a Sunday school and Bible class 1n Megu.ro, 
Tokyo. Shibata took over the Meguro field after his arrival 
in Japan on April 29, 1949. He began Sunday services, organ-
2Bwilliam J. Danker, 11Japan News Letter, 11 Oct. 8, 1952, 
p. 11. 
29 
"Guests from Okinawa and Japan at California Chapel," 
The Lutheran Witness, Oct. 2, 1951, p. 332. 
3011Miss Morishita to Valparaiso,• .2E.• ill• 
31william J. Danker, Missionary's Report, M~, 1950. 
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ized the Sunday school, and trained t 
each.era tor it.32 On 
June 25, 1950, ground was broken tor the 
tirst chapel to be 
erected by the Missouri Synod in Japan. Shibata presided at 
the ground-breaking ceremony. The first shovel was turned by 
Danker, the second by Mr. Frank Shibata.33 A special gift or 
$5,000 from a consecrated Christian lady who wanted to do some-
thing for Japan assisted greatly in covering the $10,000 cost 
of the structure. Memorial funds in honor of Mrs. o. H. 
Schmidt, the wife of the Executive Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, who had passed away shortly before, were 
used to equip the chancel of the Meguro chapel. 34: The build-
ing, named "Martin Luther Chapel," .was dedicated on SUnday, 
November 19, 1950, at 3 p.m. Four hundred children were in 
Sunday school that morning. In the afternoon dedication serv-
ice, four hundred six were in attendance. The "Lutheran 
Fellowship" had a committee carrying on a .fund raising cam-
paign for the new chapel, under the chairmanship of Mr. R. 
Dixon, an American. That evening he was able to offer the 
new chapel fund a gift of three hundred dollars.35 
32Letter from George Shibata to the writer, dated Dec. ll, 
1951. 
33"Forward in our Overseas Missions," The Lutheran Wit-
- -E.!!!,, Aug. 8, 1950, p. 246. 
34 11First Chapels for Japan," Foreign Missions Bulletin, 
No. 42, July 31, 1950, p. 3. 
350Japan," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 44, Dec. 31, 
1950, PP· s r. 
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The erection of this prominently located chapei in Keguro 
greatly increased opportunities to bring the Gospel to the 
people in that area. Before the chapel had been erected, 
Shibata gathered people as be met them on the streets, in 
shops, and in business contacts. At one time he bad more 
people coming to services from outside of Meguro than from 
Meguro. After the building of the chapel, more people from 
the surrounding area began attending.36 
In August, 1951, Shibata received the assistance or 
Vicar William Lange of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
In 1952 the baptized members of Martin Luther Church 
resolved to organize themselves into a congregation and drew 
up a constitution. They requested that they might become 
formally affiliated with the Nippon Lute:ru Kyodan and The 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. 37 The Fourth Annual Conven-
tion or the Japan Mission Conference, held in Tokyo, July 1-4, 
1952, resolved that its Executive Committee study the Consti-
tution or Martin Luther Church and make suggestions for re-
vision or improvement where necessary.38 
36 Shibata, ~· cit. 
37A Memorial to this effect appears in "Reports and Me-
morials of the Japan Conference of The Lutheran Church--
Missouri Synod," Fourth Annual Conference, June 30-July 4, 
1952, p. 60. The Constitution or Martin Luther Church is 
given in the same book, pp. 61-65. 
38
"Proceed1ngs of the Fourth Annual Convention ot the 
Japan Mission Conference of The Lutheran Church--M1ssour1 
Synod," JulJ 1-4, 1952, p. 39. 
30 
Azabu, Tokyo 
About two years ai'ter Danker•s arrival, a surplus A'1!1I!3' 
prefabricated building was erected in Azabu, Tokyo, at a cost 
of.less than $1,600, to serve as a chapel for the mission in 
that part of Tokyo. The cost of the chapel was covered by a 
special gift from the Minnesota District Lutheran Women's 
Y.issionary League.39 The first service was held in the chapel 
on November 12, 1950, with fifty' in attendance.40 The group 
decided to name it "Seisen Lutheran Cbllrch." There happens 
to be a spring on the property on which the chapel stands and 
"Seisen" means "sacred spring" or "fountain. n4:l 
In January, 1951, Vicar Lester Hall of Concordia Seminary, 
Springfield, Illinois, began assisting with the work at Seisen 
Lutheran Church and in other stations in the Ka.Dto area. 
Kugenuma 
The work in Kugenuma bad an interesting beginning. 
Through a Dr. Chapman, a member of General MacArthur's staf'f, 
Meyer and Danker were introduced to a Japanese man named Jlr. 
39
"Japan," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 43, Sept. 30, 
1950, PP· s r. 
40 J. Theodore Mueller, "Nachrichten aus unsern auslaend-
ischen Missionsfeldern," ~ Lutheraner, Feb. 13, 1951, p. 55. 
4lnescription accompanying slide no. 73 of a set of 
slides completed by William J. Danker about April, 1951, a 
copy of which is in the visual aids library of the Foreign 
.,r Missions Society, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Kato. They bel.d their initial interview with h1m on December 18, 
1948.42 Mr. Kato wanted the missionaries to begin Christian 
work in his home town, Kugenuma, and o:ffered the use of his 
house for such purposes. Kugenuma before World War II was a 
beach summer resort, where some of the most ini1.uent1al people 
1n Japan had their swmner homes. But since many o:r these 
people lost their homes in the city because of bombings or 
their being taken over by the Occupation forces, they were 
then living in Kugenuma all year. No Christian work of axry 
kind was being done there, except for a small 11Sunda:y school" 
run by volunteer Christians. Mr. Kato is a graduate o:r Har-
vard University. At the time of this initial interview a 
Mr. Ohnuma was also present. He bad :formerly served in the 
Japanese Consulate General in New York City. These men stated 
that they did not want education. They had that. They wanted 
to know more about Christianity. They wanted to have the mis-
sionary living among them so that they could see how he raised 
his family and trained his children. He was to establish a 
spiritual center tor the whole community.43 
Meyer held his first class in Kugenuma on January 9, 
1949, for which Kr. Kato had gathered together six or seven 
men. By the last Sunday of that month attendance had in-
42w111iam J. Danker, "Wanted--Christianity," ~ Mission 
Call, Jan., 1949, p. 5. 
43t.etter rrom l4rs. Richard Meyer to A. K. Kuehnert, 
dated Jan. 1, 1949. 
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creased to fifteen.44 
Meyer's Easter service 1n Kugenuma on Aprill?, 1949, was 
conducted in the garden of the home of Jdr. Kato. About thirty-
eight people were present. After the service they kept the 
missionary there for almost two hours, asking question after 
question. Meyer states: "Almost all of the adults stayed, 
asking, listening, searching, until I finally had to break 
away in order to catch the last train back to Tokyo. 1145 
• The first people to be baptized in Kugenuma consisted of 
six men, whose baptism took place on January 6, 1950. 46 
On Easter Sunday, April 9, 1950, Meyer and his interpreter, 
J4r. Im.anari, were driving along the beach at Enoshillla, near 
Kugenuma. They noticed that a stage had been built there by 
the local "Chamber of Commerce" to draw sightseers during the 
cherry blossom season. Microphones which had been put up for 
the occasion were live, since a program was to begin shortly. 
Meyer and his interpreter asked for permission to use the 
loud speakers for ten minutes and permission was granted. 
The missionaries took advantage of this opportunity to tell 
those on the beach that they, too, had a living Lord. 41 They 
44Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 37, March, 1949, pp. 6 t. 
45Keyer, .2E.• ~., April 23, 1949. 
46nsign1fics.nt Dates in 1950, 11 .2E.• ill• 
47
"Beach Preaching at Enoshima," ~ Lutheran Witness, 
Nov. 14, 1950, p. 36?. 
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received permission to return on the following two Sundays. 
The stage and loud speaker were again available on the second 
Sunday. On those two sundays the missionaries spoke to esti-
mated crowds of 2,000 and 1,500 respectively. On the third 
Sunday the loud speaker was not available, but they attracted 
as many as possible by using a flannelgraph, and in that wa:y 
reached about one hundred children and about two hundred 
adults. Some 4,000 tracts were distributed on these three 
Sundays. 48 Some or the baptized members of the Kugenuma group 
were present for the second and third Sundeys to sell Bibles, 
answer questions, and take down names and addresses. As a 
result, at least one person came to the Totsuka Bible class 
and afterwards joined the membership class.49 
Meyer had a somewhat similar experience in May, 1951. 
At that time he was able to use Shibata·'s public address 
equipment on three afternoons, and spoke eight times to 
groups numbering from fifty to two lmndred. One.eat Enoshima 
Beach there were about five hundred present. He also dis-
tributed some 2,000 tracts and Gospel p·apers. 50 
Ground was broken for a chapel at Kugenuma on Septem-
ber 10, 1950.51 The building of this chapel was a lesson in 
48aichard Meyer, Miss~ona.17's Report, April, 1950. 
49 "Beach Preaching at Enoshima, n ~· ill• 
50R1chard Meyer, Kissionary•s Report, Kay, 1951. 
5lR1chard Meyer, Missiona17•s Report, Aug., 1950. 
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cooperation and charity. A United States layman donated 
$1,000, the landlord donated $1,000 worth of ground, the 
architect donated his services, the ltm1berman sold the lumber 
at cost, and the people of the area raised $1,000. The re-
mainder was paid by loana.52 Thus the local group at Kugenuma 
took a large share of the financial responsibility upon them-
selves. The chapel, named Megwni (Grace) Lutheran Church, 
was dedicated on December 17, 1950.53 
In August, 1951, Vicar Donald Becker of Concordia Semi-
nary , St. Louis, arrived to assist Meyer in the Kugenuma-
Totsuka field. 
A kindergarten was begun in Kugenwna 1n April, 1951, 
with an opening enrollment of thirty-four.54 This is dis-
cussed more fully 1n Chapter VII. 
Totsuka 
The work in Totsuka began through the voluntary efforts 
ot Johnny Hasegawa, wbo, under the guidance and supervision 
of Danker, opened a Sunday school in his own home in Totsuka. 
The Sunday school held its first session on Fentecost, June 5, 
1949. This was the second Sunday school begun by the mission. 
At first there were about eighty children in attendance. Soon 
52nHere and There,"~ Mission~, V, No. 10-11, 13. 
53 · -
"Significant Dates in 1950," ~· .2!.i• 
54Norma Lenschow, )(1ss1onary's Report, April, 1951. 
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there were two hundred attending rega.larly.55 In October, 
1949, the supervision of the Totsuka Sunday school waa placed 
into the hands of J.ieyer. At that time Danker reported that 
there was no Christian Church in Totsuka, with its 20,000 
inhabitants. 56 
The Sunday school was conducted on the upper levels more 
like a Christian day school. The room was equipped with 
benches, desks, and a notebook for each pupil.51 The pupils 
themselves paid the rent for the building they were using 
out of their Sunday offerings.58 
In November, 1949, Kissionary and Mrs. Meyer started a 
Sunday school in the living room or their home. At Christmas, 
1949, one hundred twenty-five children came to this Sunday 
school. Over three hundred fifty children attended the Sun-
day school Christmas service at Totsuka.59 
Shibata shared the teaching or Bible classes at Totsuka. 
with Meyer until June, 1950, at which time the Totsuka field 
was turned over completely to Meyer. 
55william J. Danker, "Gu te Nachrichten aus Japan," ~ 
Lutheraner, March 28, 1950, p. 99. 
56will1sm J. Danker, Missionary's Report, Sept., 1949. 
57 Description accompanying slide no. 129 of a set of 
slides completed by William J. Danker about May, 1950, a copy 
of which is in the visual aids library of the Foreign Missions 
Society, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
58 Ibid., slide no. 128. 
-
59Letter from Mrs. Richard Meyer to A. 14. Kuehnert, 
dated Jan. 5, 1950. 
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A building was purchased and remodeled tor school and 
church at a cost ot $6,00o. 60 It was named the Totsuka 
Christian Center and was dedicated on November 26, 1950.61 
The building also housed the kindergarten opened there on 
September 8, 1950, with an .enrollment of about sixty, and was 
used for the sessions of the "Saturday Seminary." These two 
subjects will be discussed in greater detail in Chapter VII. 
The first baptisms at Totsuka took place on November 5, 
1950, when seventeen person~ were brought into the Church.62 
Meyer and Becker also began to spread into other areas. 
One such effort was in Fujisawa, where Vicar Becker started 
a Bible class in the Soko English Institute in September, 
1951. The average attendance at first was about thirty.63 
In his Missionary's Report for December, 1952, Becker indi-
cates that the attendance was averaging about ten at each 
session. Work was also begun in Yamato. By the end of 1952, 
there were twenty enrolled 1n the Sunday school and twenty-
three in the Bible clasa. 
Ikegami 
In her Missionary's Report for September, 1949, Mr~. 
SO"Japan, 11 Foreign Jlissions Bulletin, No. 43, Sept. 30, 
1950, p. 6. 
6111Sign1f1cant Dates in 1950," 21?.• .2!1•, P• 16. 
62~. 
63nonald Becker, l41ssion&r7 1 a Report, Sept., 1951. 
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Danker reported that she had started a women's group some time 
previously in Omori, a part of Tokyo. But by September, 1949, 
men were also attending. In June, 1950, Mrs. Danker added a 
Sunday school to her activities there. The group became knoll'D 
as the Ikegami mission. The work at Ikegemi was turned over 
to Vicar Lester Hall from January, 1951, until June, 1952. 
From then until the latter part of September, 1952, Vicar 
William Lange was in charge. The Ikegami mission was then 
turned over to Missionary Delmar Glock. 
The first baptisms at Ikegami consisted of two adu1ts 
and three children, who were baptized in April, 1952.64 
Atsugi 
In looking through the Missionaries• Reports, one notices 
that there are a nwnber of instances in which a Bible class 
was begun, flourished !or a time, and then had to be discon-
tinued for lack of interest and attendance. One such example 
•· was at Atsugi. Atsugi is about an hour's ride f'rom Tolcyo. 
,· 
The lead to begin work here came as a resu1 t of an address by 
Danker delivered before the conference of Women's Club Presi-
dents of Kanagawa Prefecture at Yokohama in the fal.l of 1949. 
Eighteen were present at the first meeting and forty at the 
seoond.65 Later Miss Adelheid Mueller took over the Bible 
64nelmar Glock, "statistics Requested by Home Office for 
the Year 1952," p. 3. 
65 William J. Danker, Missionary's Report, Feb., 1950. 
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class. On February 4, 1951, Kr. Imanari began worship sel"V-
ices for this group, in addition to the Bible clasa.66 Super-
vision of the group was taken over by Missionary Glock on 
May 13, 1951. 67 But interest waned, and at the Executive 
Committee meeting in March, 1952, Danker reported that the 
work at Atsugi had been closed in the interest of good stew-
ardship of manpower and resources.68 
Hanno 
Mr. Gilbert Sieving, a layman from Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
was already in ~apan when the first missionaries arrived. He 
began teaching a Bible class in Hanno, one and one~half hours 
by train from Tokyo. This beginning led to the acquisition 
of a high school in Hanno by the m.ission.69 This high school 
will be discussed in Chapter VII. Kr. Sieving also gathered 
the funds to nurchase a modest church building in Hanno. 
In November, 1949, Missionary Paul Kreyling made the 
trip to Hanno with Mr. Sieving. He began work there on De-
cember 4, 1949.70 Since that time he has expanded the work 
to include a number of Bible classes, Sunday schools, and 
66Adelhe1d Mueller, Missionary's Report, Feb., 1951. 
67 Adelheid Mueller, Missionary's Report, May, 1951. 
6811Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting," March 7, 
1952, p. 7. 
69Danker, "Japan News Letter," ~· ill_., P• 10. 
70 Paul Kreyling, Missionary's Report, Nov., 1949. 
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worship services. But his chief' duty bas remained the super-
vision or the high school. 
Urawa 
The activity in Urawa began with an address to the Urawa 
Mothers' Club by Danker in April, 1950. · Fifty were in attend-
ance. His Missionary's Report for that month has the nota-
tion: "This group desires a Christian day school. 11 The follow-
ing month he had a class with the Urawa Mothers' Club and a 
high school Bible class. The work at Urawa was turned over 
to Kreyl1ng in July, 1950. Missionary Max Zschiegner took 
over at Urawa on April 26, 1952.71 More will be stated con-
cerning the proposed Christian day school at Urawa in 
Chapter VII. 
Itabashi 
Mission work in Itabashi, a section of Tokyo, began when 
a Mr. Nanri, who had been baptized by Missionary Hass in Sap-
poro, moved to Tokyo w1 th his family. He was not able to 
attend services in Meguro regularly because of the distance 
involved. Shibata then began a Bible class in the home of 
Mr. N8lll'1' s neighbor, Mr. and Mrs. Wada, 1n May, 1950. Sunday 
school and services had to be postponed because of the limita-
tions of Shibata•s time. Missionary Ralph Bringewatt took 
'Tlxax Zschiegner, Missionary's Report, April, 1952. 
.. 
over the Itabasbi field in April, 1951. In June, 1951, he 
began a Sunday school with the help or Mr. H. Yabe, a member 
of the Meguro Church. This Sunday school had to meet in the 
streets because the owner of the only building available 1n 
that locality would not consent to the children being brought 
into her building. She woule permit the service and Bible 
class to be held there. Other members of the Meguro Church 
also assisted at Itabashi.72 
Missionary Milton Popp took over the work at Itabashi in 
July, 1951, when Bringewatt was transferred to Niigata. Popp's 
Missionary's Report for October, 1951, stated that the Sunday 
school had to be dropped two Sundays because or heavy rain, 
since they were still obliged to meet outdoors. He summarized 
his 1'eel1ngs with the words: "Tragic: S.S. postponed because 
of rain!" 
Missionary Paul Heerboth took over all meetings and re-
sponsibility at Itabashi on September 21, 1952, when Popp was 
transferred to Shibata, a city in Niigata Prefecture. Con-
cerning the Itabashi Sunday school, Heerboth's report for 
September, 1952, states: "Meet in Mr. Nanri's 7ard under the 
trees, God's own beautiful church roof." His December, 1952, 
report states: 
'12 
In midst of coldest winter 
We still must meet outdoors, 
But even ·so the NeWborn Babe 
Hath where to lay His Head--
In the hearts of little children. 
Shiba ta, .21?.. ill• 
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Otuna 
After turning over Totsuka to Meyer, Shibata moved on to 
the next town, Ofuna, and begaD a Bible class there.73 His 
first meeting was held on June 12, 1950. Over one hundred 
twenty were present for this session. The missionaries had 
been turning down requests to begin here for three months 
before they were finally able to accept the invitation.74 A 
Sunday school was started with the help of Mr. Y. Imanari, 
Mr. J. K. Hasegawa, and Mrs. Ohta.75 Part of the work at 
Ofuna was turned over to Vicar Dean Lueking 1n September, 1951. 
In June, 1952, almost twenty people from O~a were bap-
tized. At that time Lueking was being assisted by Mr. Imanari, 
a student at the Tokyo Bible Institute. The group in Ofuna 
also raised a considerable portion of the cost ot building a 
chape1.76 Financially and otherwise the Bible class of Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Missouri, is aiding the 
Ofuna group. 
Tokyo Lutheran Center 
In 1950 the mission was looking for a building which 
73~. 
74"From the Tokyo Area," Foreign Missions Bulletin, 
No. 42, July 31, 1950, p. 2. 
75shibata, 2£• ill• 
76nan1cer, "Japan News Letter,• .2E.• ill•, P• ~. 
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the7 might purchase to uae as their headquarters and perhaps 
as a future seminary. It came to their attention that the 
Protestant Union Theological. Seminary (Kyodan, or United 
Church of Japan) was interested in selling a building in the 
heart of Tokyo so that they might relocate on the outskirts 
of the city where they would have more room. This building 
seemed ideal for the present and future needs of the mission. 
First payments on the building were made on September 15, 
1950. It came into the possession ot the Missouri S7nod 
about April 1, 1951. 77 This structure, nwned Tokyo Lutheran 
Center, is located only a short distance from the Imperial 
Palace grounds in the heart of Tokyo. It was purchased at 
the bargain price of slightly more than $76,000. An addi-
tional $25,000 was spent to install a central heating system 
and to renovate the building com:pletel7. The structure it-
self, only fifteen years old, was built of reinforced con-
crete, with steel window frames and sashea.78 Its four 
stories provide adequate space for classrooms, student dor-
mitory facilities, a beautiful chapel seating two hundred, 
offices for the chairman, business manager, literature secre-
tary, members of the seminary faculty, the Lutheran Hour, and 
for other purposes. Upon arrival in Japan, missionaries have 
also found temporary residential quarters here. 
77"Japan," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 44, Dec. 31, 
1950, p. 9. 
78 
Mimeographed letter from Max Zachiegner, dated Sept. 4, 
1951 • . 
f 
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The Lutheran Women's Missionary League at its convention 
I 1n ClevelaDd on July 27 and 28, 1949, adopted as one of its 
projects for the following two years the erection of a student 
center at the Imperial University in Tokyo, at a cost ot 
$35,ooo. 79 This amount was contributed by the League for the 
purchase of the Tokyo Lutheran Center. In addition, Gamma 
Delta, an organization of Missouri Synod college and univer-
sity students, raised in excess of $5,000 for furnishings for 
the Tokyo Lutheran Center. Such items as Japanese hymnals, 
an organ, visual aids equipment, and books for the library 
were among the items included as furnishings for the Center.SO 
Gamma Delta dedicated this mission project to the memory of 
its co-founder and honorary member, Dr. Walter A. Maier.81 
The Tokyo Lutheran Center was dedicated on September 9, 
1951, with about three lm.ndred thirty people present. Dr. 
Eugene Bertermann, director of radio with the International 
Lutheran Hour, was guest speaker. General Matthew B. Ridg-
way sent Chaplain Ivan L. Bennett, Chief of Army Chaplains 
in the Far East, as his personal representative. Chaplain 
Bennett , conveyed the greetings and congratulations of the 
Supreme Commander. He called attention to the happy coinci-
79
"Here and There,"~ Mission Q!!!, Aug., 1949, P• 2. 
SOLester G. Weber, "The Gamma Delta Tokyo Student Center 
Project, 11 The Walther League :Messenger, Jan., 1951, P• 45. 
81noanma Delta to Equip Tokfo Student Center,"~ 
Lutheran Witness, Aug. 8, 1950, p. 253. 
dence by which the dedication wae taking place on the very 
day of the signing of the Japanese peace treaty. In the 
dedication service, the hymns were sung simultaneously in 
Japanese and English. llr. Itagaki, a faithful member of the 
mission in Sapporo, Hokkaido, spoke in the name of all the 
Japanese members. Captain William Seeber spoke as chairman 
of the Kanto "Lutheran Fellowship." Dr. Knudten of the United 
Lutheran Church spoke on behalf' of the other Lutheran groups 
in Japan. A number of congregations sent floral gifts and 
greetings.82 
Missionary E. J. Bergt was put 1n charge of activities 
at the Tokyo Lutheran Center. A mission station was opened 
there on October 1, 1951. By the end of' 1952, this station 
had twenty-one communicants and thirteen voting members.83 
Bergt also did a good deal of work with the American armed 
forces personnel in Tokyo before the arrival of the Rev. 
Edwin Sohn, the service pastor for the Tokyo area. 
Johnson Air Base 
According to the Missionaries• Reports, work was started 
at Johnson Air Base in March, 1951, with Shibata conducting 
two meetings and Zschiegner one during the month. After that 
82william J. Danker, "Missionaries' Memorandum," n.d., 
p. 1. 
83The only other stations with voting members at the end 
of 1952 were: Meguro, 14; oruna, 10; and Yokohama, 20. 
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time all the Johnson Air Base activities are given on 
Zschiegner•s ·reports. He reported that the opportunity to 
begin work among the 6,000 Japanese personnel at this Ameri-
can installation was made possible through a Missouri Synod 
chaplain. 84 Zschie gner continued to serve this group. But 
as time went on, more and more of the Japanese employees were 
being released. Finally on October 19, 1952, the Sunday 
afternoon Bible class and services were discontinued in the 
interest of good stewardship of time. The three adults bap-
tized and one confirmed at the air base on that date became 
communicant members of the nearest mission, Hanno. They 
were still able to attend a Bible class conducted at the air 
base by a Missouri Synod chaplain stationed there.85 
Omiya 
After spending a year in language study in Tokyo, 
Zschiegner, who is the eldest son of the late Missionary Max 
Zschiegner of China, moved to Omiya in April, 1952. He took 
over the work in Urawa, five miles from Omiya, and some of 
the work in Omiya itself, t~s enabling Kreyling to devote 
more time to the Hanno High School and the Hanno chapel.86 
84 Mimeographed letter from Max Zschiegner, dated April 2, 
1951. 
85idax Zschiegner, Missionary's Report, Oct., 1952. 
86w1111am J. Danker, "Kissionaries' Memorandum," 
April 17, 1952, p. 3. 
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The first mention of any meetings in c.lya appears on a )(is-
sionary•s Report for April, 1952, by Takeo SuZUki as reported 
by Zschiegner. 
Since the mission had no building of any kind in Omiya 
except the house in which the missionary lived, Mrs. Kreyling 
offered the use of their living room for beginning the first 
Bible class there. The meeting time was set for 7:30 p.m. 
on May 15, 1952. The missionaries felt they would be fortu-
nate if fifteen or twenty would attend. But at starting time 
they found eighty people crowded into the living-dining room 
of their home. Only about twenty of these were middle school 
pupils and children , the rest being adults.87 
Talent Festival 
The first Talent Festival was held at the Tokyo Lutheran 
Center on May 3, 1952, with about two hundred in attendance. 
A wide variety of talent was displayed, both in musical num-
bers and in so-called silent entries. Musical. numbers in-
cluded the playing or both the Western cello and the Japanese 
koto and flute. Silent entries included such things as Jap-
anese doll making, flower arranging, and calligraphy. It is 
planned to make this Talent Festival an annual event.88 
87"Max Zschiegner starts a Bible Class," Foreign Missions 
Bulletin, No. 50, June, 1952, p. 2. 
88nanker, 11Japan News Letter," £1?,• ill•, P• l. 
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Koppel.mann•s Survey Trip 
The Rev. Herman H. Koppelmann, Assistant Executive Sec-
retary or the Board of Foreign Missions, made a survey trip 
to the Missouri Synod's Asiatic fields in the latter part of 
1951 and first part of 1952. He arrived in Japan on May 31, 
1952, in the course of his year-long trip. His schedule took 
him into the home of every missionary, into every chapel, and 
into most of the Bible classes in places where the mission 
does not yet have a chapel.89 He was also present for the 
Fourth Annual Japan Mission Conference. During his stay in 
Japan he made a five-day trip to Korea, where the Missouri 
Synod is considering opening a mission. Military permission 
for this trip, which was made in July, was secured through 
Chaplain James Wilson, Far East Chief of Army Chaplains, and 
especially through the good work or Chaplain John Gaertner, 
a Missouri Synod chaplain. Secretary Koppelmann left for 
the United States on July 27 from Haneda Airport, Tokyo.90 
Church Workers• Conference 
On September 23, 1952, fifty representatives from about 
ten of the churches in the Kanto area met at Tokyo Lutheran 
Center for the mission's first Church Workers' Conference. 
89Ibid., p. 2. 
90ib1d., p. 5. 
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The theme for the conference was: "Building a Stronger Church.• 
-
This was broken down into three discussions: (1) Through organ-
ization; (2) Through stewardship; (3) Through mission outreach. 
These three sections were led by Shibata, Meyer, and Danker, 
respectively.91 
Concerning this conference, Danker writes: 
We were glad to see the way in which the Japanese who 
took part in the discussion faced up to their respon-
sibilities as Christians and church members a.nc we 
believe this bodes well for the future. They are 
looking forward to the time when they themselves will 
be able to look after their own affairs and when Jap-
anese pastors will be trained to man their churches. 
We are all looking forward to and praying for that 
day.92 
The same thoughts were expressed in the Executive Committee 
meeting held in October, 1952. The committee emphasized that 
the missionaries must faithfully continue to apply themselves 
to the training of their members so that they will be firmly 
grounded spiritually and sufficiently self-supporting eco-
nomically when the time comes for a formal organization of a 
Japan Lutheran Church.93 
To summarize briefly, at the close of 1952 the following 
personnel were stationed in the Kanto area: Missionaries Bergt, 
Danker, Egolt, Epp, Glock, Heerboth, Kreyling, Meyer, Neujahr, 
91Ibid., p. 7. 
92Ibid., p. 8. 
93 11Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting," Oct. 1-2, 
1952, p. 24. 
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Shibata, Tewes, Theiss, and Zschiegner; Jliss Jlueller; and 
Vicars Becker, Lange, and Lueking. Work was being done 1D 
thirteen stations, with Azabu, Kugenuma, Keguro, O:funa, 
Iidabashi (Tokyo Lutheran Center), Totsuka, and Yokohama 
as the chief centers. These stations are listed in Appen-
dix B. The area had a total of three hundred sixty-five 
baptized souls, two hundred eighty-seven communicants, and 
fifty-seven voting members. 
---- --- --------
CHAPTER V 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NIIGATA AREA 
N11gata 
The city of Niigata 11ea about three hundred miles north 
of Tokyo on the Japan Sea, the west coast of Japan. It is a 
city of some 200,000 inhabitants, located in a prefecture .or 
2,000,000. In the early part of 1950 there was only one Prot-
estant missionary in the entire prefecture, and he was in the 
southern corner.l 
Missionary Danker made a trip to Niigata 1n October, 
1949, to find housing for two missionaries allocated to that 
city. He left Tokyo on October 13, arrived in Niigata the 
following day, and returned to Tokyo on October 16. On the 
train shortly before his arrival 1n Niigata, Danker met a 
middle-aged lady who invited him to have breakfast with her 
at the Occupation billet 1n the Niitsu House, the mansion of 
a former oil king. She was Mrs. Fannie Mayer, head of the 
Education Section of the N11gata Civil Affairs Team, herself 
the daughter of former missionaries to Japan. She made ar-
rangements for Danker to stay at the Niitsu House at her ex-
pense while he was 1n N11gata. She placed at his disposal 
lw1111am J. Danker, Le.tter dated Jan. 6, 1950, ~ 
Badger Lutheran, April 13, 1950, pp. 4 r. 
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her assistant, a Japanese man who was an excellent inter-
preter. This man made arrangements at Danker• a request tor 
interviews with the governor and the mayor of Niigata. The 
mayor sent his own automobile for them and in the interview 
assured them of his ~tmost cooperation in finding housing 
for the missionaries the Missouri Synod intended to send. 
The governor of Niigata assured Danker that he would urge the 
mayor to help him with the housing problem. The mayor then 
offered Danker two small houses for rental for not more than 
six months, during which time the mission could build mission-
aries• residences.2 
By one o'clock of Danker•s first day in Niigata he had 
already met two former members of the United Lutheran Church 
who were to become the first members ot the Missouri Synod 
mission in Niigata. Mrs. Mayer contacted these people and 
asked them to visit Danker at the Niitsu House. They were 
Professor and Mrs. Tasaka.3 
Mrs. Tasaka was educated at Wilson College, a United 
Lutheran Church institution at Chamber~burg, Pennsylvania. 
She spoke excellent English and was thus very valuable to 
the new mission. Mr. Tasaka was a professor at the Pretec-
tural University in Niigata in the School of Education. 
During World War II he was imprisoned by the Japanese gov-
2Letter from William J. Danker to the Board of Foreign 
Missions, dated Oct. 17, 1949. 
3 
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ernment for six months for his Christian stand in a contribu-
tion by him to the United Lutheran Church's Sunday School 
Teachers' Quarterly. Since there was no Lutheran Church in 
Niigata prior to the opening of the mission there, the Tasakas 
had been attending the Presbyterian Clm.rch &Dd teaching Sunday 
school and Bible class there. They were very happy when they 
learned that soon there would be a Lutheran missionary 1n 
their midst.4 Prof. Tasaka had become a Christi&D very early 
in life through attending a kindergarten conducted by the 
United Lutheran Church. He &Dd his wife were pillars of 
strength to the mission in Niigata during . the first eighteen 
months of its existence. After that time he was transferred 
to Tokyo where he taught in another college. 5 
Within a month after Danker•s visit to Niigata, Prof. 
Tasaka came to Tokyo tor a professors' conference. At that 
time he al.so visited with Danker. He related more or his 
prison experience during the war. He said to Danker: "During 
the war we were told to follow the voice or a man--Tojo. To-
day again many are telling us to follow the voice of a man--
Stalin. It is time that we follow the voice of God." Prof. 
Tasaka stated the same thing in an address to the conference 
4~. 
5Description accompanying slide no. 63 of a set or slides 
completed by William J. Danker about April, 1951, a copy or 
which is in the visual aids library of the Foreign Missions 
Society, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Ko. 
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of college professors that he was attending at that time.6 
In November, 1949, Missionary Roy SUeltlow and bis family 
were unexpectedly transferred from China to Japan. They ar-
rived in Tokyo from Hong Kong on November 16, 1949. Danker 
and Suelflow immediately made plans for another vi sit to 
Niigata. They arrived there by train at 6 a.m. on November 20, 
and were met at the station by Prof. and )irs. Tasaka. In the 
meantime the Tasakas had located a house which the mission 
could rent for the missionaries for one year, with the option 
of purchasing it.7 Dr. Suelflow and his family went to Niigata 
on December 1 as the first resident missionary in this new 
station.a 
Since the Tasakas found housing suitable for the mission-
aries, the mission did not rent the houses the mayor had re-
served for them, because they were V8r"f small. However, 
through this contact, they learned that the mayor's daughter 
had been suffering from tuberculosis for five years and was 
in need of streptomycin, which they were able to secure tor 
her through Miss Adelheid Mueller, a registered nurse.9 
6Letter from William J. Danker to the Board of Foreign 
Missions, dated Nov. 22, 1949. 
7Ibid. 
8w1111am J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, ~ 
Badger Lutheran, March 30, 1950, p. '· 
9Will1am J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, ~ 
Badger Lutheran, April 13, 1950, pp. 4 r. 
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On December 17, 1949, Kission~ry Victor Zwintscher and 
family arrived 1n Tokyo. Zwintscher had originally been cal.led 
to China, but because of the situation there, was re-allocated 
to Japan. He bad been studying Japanese 1n California for 
about eight months before he came to Japan. By Christmas, 
1949, he and his family joined the Suelflows as missionaries 
in Niigata.10 
Only seven persons were present at the first meeting con-
ducted 1n Niigata 1n December, 1949. But by the next month 
the group had grown in size to thirty-six. Their Sunday 
school room was soon filled to overflowing.11 Included in 
the group of worshippers in the infant days of the mission 
were five university professors and the wives of three of 
them, all of whom attended services regularly.12 
Dr. o. H. Schmidt, Executive Secretary or the Board ot 
Foreign Missions, arrived in Japan on February 17, 1950, on 
a tour of the Asiatic mission fields of the Missouri Synod.13 
In March, 1950, he accompanied Danker to Niigata, where they 
purchased a house for the mission.14 This building served as 
lOwilliam J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, The 
Badger Lutheran, March 30, 1950, p. 7. 
llw1111am J. Danker, "Gute Nachrichten aus Japan,"~ 
Lutheraner, March 28, 1950, p. 100. 
l2nJapanese University Professors at Worship,"~ Lutheran 
Witness, Sept. 19, 1950, p. 301. 
13nTravels," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 41, March 15, 
1950, p. 9. 
l 4w1111am J. Danker, Missionary's Report, March, 1950. 
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a missionaries' residence as well as a .meeting place for Sun-
day school, Bible classes, and church services. 
The first baptism in Niigata took place on April 9, 1950, 
and the first group of five individuals was baptized on Decem-
ber 24, 1950. The first conununion service for Japanese was 
on December 31, 1950.15 
Suelflow and Zwintscher conducted a number of evangelistic 
gatherings in the city and prefecture of Niigata during the 
months of April and May, 1951. Danker obtained the Moody 
Bible Institute's color film entitled "God of Creation" with 
Japanese sound.16 At each place a sermon was delivered to-
gether with the showing of the film. During April, 1951, 
about 13,300 attended twelve showings,17 and the following 
month about 10,000 attended nine showings.18 At the Japan 
Mission Conference held in July, 1951, Suelflow and Zwintscber 
emphasized that these mass meetings helped much to identify 
the missionaries in the villages. Zwintscher stressed the 
value of swmner outdoor meetings for getting people to gather 
who would otherwise be hesitant to attend. It was pointed 
out that a follow-up system would be necessary to gain some 
15
"Significant Dates in 1950,• Foreign Missions Bulletin, 
No. 45, March, 1951, pp. 15 f. 
16Roy A. Suelflow, "Our Foot is In," Foreign Missions 
Bulletin, No. 46, June, 1951, p. 6. 
l?Ro7 A. Suelflow, Missionary's Report, April, 1951. 
18victor Zwintscher, Missionary's Report, May, 1951. 
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of the sou.ls contacted 1n such mass meetings. Literature was 
suggested as a necessary part of such a follow-up plan.19 
During the month of July, Suelflow and family moved to 
Tokyo, and Ralph Bringewatt and fem.ily moved to Niigata to 
replace the Suelflows. Suelflow took charge of the mission-
aries' Japanese language school and taught in the Tokyo Bible 
Institute until he left Japan on May 5, 1952, to accept a call 
to Formosa. 
As soon as possible, the mission established in the city 
of Niigata began to spread to other points in Niigata Prefec-
ture. Each of the stations entered will be considered in the 
order in which they were begun. 
Shirone 
In January, 1950, Zwintscher held his first meeting in 
Shirone, a .city of about 20,000. Nineteen attended this first 
meeting. Two years later, 1n January, 1952, Zwintscher re-
ported concerning the Sh1rone SUnday school: "In the absence 
of a meeting place the children gather on the street at an 
appointed time each Sunday to receive the weekly leaflet.•20 
This situation was remedied with the dedication of a chapel 
on June 22, 1952. The sermon on dedication day was preached 
by Bringewatt. Among the honored guests on this occasion was 
19 11:M.inutes of Japan Mission Conference," July 10-13, 
1951, p. 16, par. 131. 
20 Victor Zwintscber, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1952 • 
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the Rev. Herman H. Koppelmann, Assistant Executive Secretery 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. He addressed the congrega-
tion after the close of the service.21 
On December 31, 1952, the group at Shirone consisted of 
twelve baptized members and five communicants. There were 
seven in membership classes. Enrollment in the Sunday school 
was sixty-five and in the Bible class thirteen.22 
Shibata 
The first Bible class 1n Shibata, a city of 35,500, was 
conducted by Zwintsoher on June 29, 1950. Thirty attended 
that meeting.23 The work in Shibata was taken over by Vicar 
Clifford Brege, of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, 
in January, 1951.24 Missionary Milton Popp and family moved 
to Shibata in October, 1952, to take over the work there.25 
During 1952 the first four individuals were baptized by 
the mission in Shibata. At the end or 1952 there were si.JC 
enrolled 1n membership classes. The Bible class had an en-
rollment of eighteen. A residence was built during the year. 26 
21victor Zwintscber, "statistics Requested by Home Office 
for the Year 1952," p. 3. 
for 
22 . Ibid., pp. 1 t. 
23v1ctor Zwintscher, Missionary's Report, June, 1950. 
24cl1fford Brege, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1951. 
25Milton Popp, J41ssionary 1 s Report, Oct., 1952. 
26c1ifford Brege, "Statistics Requested by Home Office 
the Year 1952," pp. l f • 
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Kamo 
Suelflow conducted the first Bible class 1n Kamo, a city 
of 30,000, in June, 1950.27 The meeting place for this Bible 
class was secured by a doctor who was head of the Department 
of Ophthalmology at Niigata Medical College.28 In January, 
1951, the work at Kamo was turned over to Vicar Richard 
Poetter, of Concordia Seminary, Springfield.29 While Secre-
tary Koppelmann was in Japan during June, 1952, a building 
at Kamo. was purchased which served both as a chapel and as 
living quarters for Poetter. Poetter received permission 
earlier from the Board of Foreign Missions and rrom Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, to finish his final year of study by 
correspondence and to remain in Japan as a regular full-term 
missionary.30 He moved to Kamo on December l, 1952, thus 
becoming the first American or European to establish residence 
1n Kamo.31 
At the close of 1952 the group consisted of fifteen bap-
tized members, eleven conu:nunicants, and seven enrolled in 
2?Roy A. Suelflow, Missiona17•s Report, June, 1950. 
28Roy A. Suelflow, "From Niigata,• Foreign Missions 
Bulletin, No. 42, July 31, 1950, p. 3. 
29Richard Poetter, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1951. 
30w1111am J. Danker, "Japan News Letter," Oct. 8, 1952, 
p. 3. 
31R1chard Poetter, "Statistics Requested by Home Office 
for the Year 1952," p. 3. 
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membership classes. The Sunday school had seventy-tive pupils 
and there were twenty-five enrolled in the Bible class.32 
Nagaoka 
Suelflow assisted Poetter in getting started in Nagaoka, 
a city of some 75,000, in March, 1951. Poetter was then put 
in charge. The average attendance for the first four meet-
ings was twenty-one.33 Attendance there suffered at first 
because of the necessity of moving the meeting place a number 
of times.34 The work in Nagaoka was transferred trom Poetter 
to Vicar Arbie Patschke, of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 
September, 1951. 35 At the close of 1952, twelve were enrolled 
in membership classes. The combined enrollment in two Bible 
classes was forty-five.36 
Niitsu 
Suelflow assisted Brege in getting started in Niitsu, a 
city of some 38,000, located about twelve miles trom Niigata. 
The first meetings were held there in Karch, 1951. 37 The 
32Ibid., pp. 1 f'. 
33Roy A. Suelflow, K1ss1ona.17. 1 s Report, Karch, 1951. 
34
suelf'low, "Our Foot is In," £1?.• .ill• 
35Arbie Patschke, 1.tissiona.ry' s Report, Sept., 1951. 
36Arbie Patschke, "statistics Requested by Home Office 
for the Year 1952," pp. l r. 
37Roy A. Suelf'low, Jlissionary'a Report, March, 1951. 
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group first met in a large room 1n the house of a prominent 
citizen, who himself seemed quite interested. Though the man 
charged a comparatively high rent, the mission benefited from 
the owner's good name among his townsmen. 38 At the close of 
1952 there were seven enrolled in membership classes. The 
Sunday school had an enrollment of seventy and the Bible class 
an enrollment of twelve.39 
Sanjo 
The first mention of a Bible class at Sanjo appears on 
Suelflow's Missionary's Report for June, 1950. This report 
records three Wednesday evening Bible class meetings during 
the month. At this time Suelflow reported to the Board of 
Foreign i iissions that a medical interne who attended services 
in Niigata had found a meeting place in the largest hotel in 
Sanjo which the mission could use free of charge. A doctor 
who attended services in Niigata heard about it, and volun-
teered to take care of all the publicity for the project, to 
the extent of going personally to Sanjo to see that posters 
were put up beforehand.40 
But no further mention is made of the Bible class at 
Sanjo until April, 1951, when it appears on Poetter's Mission-
--
38suelflow, "Our Foot is In," £E.• ill• 
39Brege, "statistics," 2£• ill• 
40 Suelflow, "From Niigata," .2£• £.!i• 
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ary's Report. Since there is an Ul'gent appeal tor more mis-
sion~ries attached to Suelflow1 s Report tor June, 1950, the 
Bible class at Sanjo apparently had to be discontinued for 
ten months because of manpower shortage. 
·Suelflow assisted Poetter in getting started in Sanjo 
in April, 1951. The work there was turned over to Patscbk:e 
in January, 1952. 41 At the close of 1952, there were eight 
enrolled in membership classes at Sanjo and the Bible class 
had an enrollment of eleven.42 
Haniuda 
Poetter began a Bible class in Haniuda in June, 1951. 
The average attendance was seventy-six for the first five 
meetings.43 But, as was usually the case in Japan, later 
on .the numbers dwindled considerably. At the end of 1952, 
the group at Haniuaa consisted of three baptized members, 
three communicants, and six· enrolled in membership classes. 
The Bible class had a membership ot fifteen. 44 
Kuzuzuka 
Brege conducted the first Bible class at Kuzuzuka, a 
4lArbie Patschke, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1952. 
42 
Patschke, "statistics," .2£• .£!!· 
43Richard Poetter, Missionary's Report, June, 1951. 
44Poetter, •statistics,• £R.• .2.!!•, pp. 1 f. 
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city about midway between N11gata and Shibata, on October 27, 
1951. Ten attended the first meeting. In the beginning, 
meetings were held 1n a doctor's residence. But, since the 
doctor also held an important political office, many of the 
ordinary townsmen hesitated to come to his residence. Hence 
a different meeting place was being sought.45 At the close 
of 1952, one person was enrolled 1n a membership class and 
sixteen were enrolled in the Bible class.46 
Nuttari 
Patschke began a Bible class at Nuttari 1n November, 
1951. The average attendance for the first three meetings 
was twelve.47 By the close of 1952, the membership 1n this 
Bible class had dropped to five.48 
To summarize briefly, at the close of 1952 the following 
personnel were stationed in the Ni1gata areas Missionaries 
Bringewatt, Popp, and Zwintscher, and Vicars Brege, Patscbke, 
and Poetter. Work was being done in ten stations, with Kamo, 
N11gata, and Shirone as the chief centers. These stations 
are listed in Appendix B. The area bad a total of fifty bap-
tized souls and thirty-five communicants. 
45 Clifford Brege, Missionary's Report, Oct., 1951. 
46Brege, "Statistics," .2E.· ~. 
47Arb1e Patschke, Missionary's Report, Nov., 1951. 
48Patschke, "statistics,• gE,• ~· 
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CHAPTER VI 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE HOKKAIDO AREA 
Sapporo 
Chaplain William J. Reiss of the Missouri Synod was 
stationed for some time in Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan, with the 
Occupation forces after World War II. Besides his duties with 
the military, he organized a class of thirty Japanese whom he 
was teaching the fundamentals of Christianity, preparing them 
for baptism and confirmation.l Then word came to Chaplain 
Reiss that he was to be transferred to Tokyo. The Missouri 
Synod mission sent Missionary LeRoy Hass and his family to 
Sapporo in February, 1949, to carry on the work begun by Cbap-
lain Reiss. Hass arrived in time so that Reiss could intro-
duce him to the work and turn it over to him. Since the Army 
was short of chaplains at that time, Hass was also given per-
mission to conduct the services in a station hospital which 
had been in charge of Reisa. 2 
Besides carrying on the work Reiss bad started, Hass soon 
began a number of other mission activities. On June 2, 1949, 
he opened a Bible school. His Missionary's Report for the 
1will1am J. Danker, "Wa.nted--Christianity," The Mission 
Call, Jan., 1949, pp. 5 r. 
2Fore1gn Missions Bulletin, No. 3?, March, 1949, PP• 6 f. 
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following month indicates tbat be was conducting a Bible e1aaa 
and making calls at llisumai Tuberculosis Hospital. Six Bible 
classes were meeting weekly in Sapporo, most of them with an 
average attendance of twenty or more. One of these was con-
ducted by Mrs. Hass. The first session of the Sunday school 
met on July 24 with fourteen present. 
Missionaries Paul Heerboth and Paul Strege and their 
families arrived in Tokyo on July 31, 1949, and were allocated 
to Sapporo. On August 18, 1949, they boarded a train in Tokyo 
and arrived in Sapporo about two days later.3 
In a letter dated September 1, 1949, Missionary Danker 
reported that Hass was starting a Sunday school in his own 
home. Several Sundays later he had eighty-two children gath-
ered in his living room.4 
The first baptism service on Hokkaido was conducted at 
Sapporo on December 25, 1949, with a class of seven adults. 
All three Hokkaido missionaries, Hass, Heerboth, and Strege, 
1•• officiated in the service, and a group of fifty Japanese 
crowded into two small rooms in the residence of Haas, which 
was being used for church services. 5 
3
»1meographed letter from Paul Strege, dated Sept. 20, 
1949, pp. 6 f. 
4w1111Blll J. Danker, "Japan," Foreign Missions Bulletin, 
No. 39, Sept. 30, 1949, p. 4. 
6K1meographed letter from Paul Strege, dated Feb. 1, 
1950, p. 4. 
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On January 8, 1950, the Rev. Kosaku Nao began conducting 
a church service in Japanese for the mission.6 Nao had formerly 
been a pastor of the Japan Lutheran Church. At this time he 
was employed by the Occupation forces as an interpreter and 
advisor to the Post Chaplain at Camp Crawford, near Sapporo.7 
Nao had become acquainted with the Missouri Synod through 
Chaplain Reiss, who also baptized his three children. 
In 1950 the Japanese National Police Reserves came to 
Camp Crawford. Nao conducted a Japanese service for several 
hundred of them every Sunday afternoon. From this group, Nao 
instructed and baptized one hundred two within one year.a 
The second baptismal class of four, also at Sapporo, 
was baptized on Easter Sunday, April 9, 1950, by Strege. 9 
The first communion service for the Japanese in Sapporo was 
held on October 1, 1950, with eight members attending.10 
On October 31, 1950, Mrs. Strege organized a women's 
Bible class in the home of Mrs. Kanamitau, who was a graduate 
of Kobe Women's College, spoke very good Engl.is~, and served 
as Mrs. Strege's interpreter and language teacher. This was 
6LeRoy Hass, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1950. 
7 Strege,~·~., Feb. 1, 1950, p. 5. 
8 
Personal interview of Kosaku Nao by the writer on 
Oct. 29, 1952. 
9Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated April 10, 
1950 • 
10
~., dated Oct. 2, 1950. 
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the first class in Hokkaido conducted definitely for those 
beyond the age of university students. However, a few adult 
individuals had been attending some of the other Bible classes 
conducted in Sapporo.11 
Christmas, 1950, in Sapporo centered around the three 
Sunday school children's services. Two of these services 
were held in a small gymnasium in one of the primary schools 
in- Sapporo. A large box of snow was packed around the base 
of the Christmas tree to hold it up. In spite of the fact 
that the room had two stoves, the temperature did not rise 
much, so that not a bit of the snow melted throughout the 
afternoon and evening programs. -- Three more individuals 
were baptized in the Christmas service on December 24.12 
On December 31, 1950, Vicar Elwood Fromm, of Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, arrived in Sapporo.13 His 
activities in Sapporo, Asahigawa, and Otaru were of great 
assistance to the infant mission on Hokkaido. 
After meeting in the home of Hass for quite some time, 
the mission used a room on the second floor of the Sapporo 
office of the Mainichi newspaper for its classes and services. 
Towards the end .of 1950, land was purchased in two sections 
of Sapporo, one adjoining the residence of Hass, and the other 
11~., dated Oat. 23, 1950. 
12~., dated Dec. 26, 1950. 
13Ib1d., dated Jan. 1, 1951. 
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near the ·residences of Heerboth and Strege. During the early 
months or 1951 a former Art1I1 barracks was erected on each of 
these lots, which then served as chapels.14 The chapel near 
the home of Hass was dedicated on March 25, 1951.15 It was 
known as the Yamahana chapel and was later named Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. The dedicatory service for the chapel in 
the area where Strege e..nd Heerboth lived (they were frequently 
called "Streboth, 11 since both they and their wives had been 
so closely associated for a number of years) took place on 
April 1, 1951.16 It was known as the Maruyama chapel and 
was later named Grace Lutheran Church. 
With the use or the two new chapels, a~tendance immedi-
ately increased 1n all the classes and services conducted 1n 
Sapporo. Shortly after dedication of the ~aru.yama chapel, 
two hundred twenty-three children attended Sunday school one 
Sunday. The chapel was so crowded that one of the teachers 
had seventy-seven children on straw mats nine by nine feet 
in size. After this it became necessary to split the Sunday 
school and have it meet in two sections.17 
The months of July and August, 1951, were particularly 
14M1meographed letter from Paul Strege, dated Jan. 15, 
1951. 
15Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated March 11, 
1951. 
16Ibid., dated April 2, 1951. 
17Ibid., dated April 16, 1951 • 
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noteworthy because of the changes in mission personnel tbat 
took place in the Hokkaido field. Heerboth and family were 
transferred from Sapporo to Tokyo. Since Heerboth was chair-
man of the Literature Committee, this transfer was necessary 
to facilitate the literature work. They left Sapporo on 
July 2.18 On July 17, Missionary Hugh Auw and family arrived 
from Tokyo to replace the Heerboths.19 At the end of July, 
Nao and his family left Sapporo for Tokyo and the United 
States, arriving in the States on September 3, 1951. 20 
Another addition to the missionary personnel in Sapporo came 
on August 17, with the arrival of Vicars Roy Schroeder and 
Robert Wennerstrom, both of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 21 
Missionary Richard Hintz began work in Sapporo 1n Jan-
uary, 1952. 22 He was allocated to organize and maintain the 
activities at the Sapporo Youth Center, which will be dis-
cussed later in this chapter. 
Miss Norma Lenschow arrived in Sapporo on May 12, 1952. 23 
She took over some of the Bible classes formerly conducted 
18Ibid., dated July 3, 1951. 
19Ibid., dated July 23, 1951. 
-2
°Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 47, Sept., 1951, P• 6. 
21Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Aug. 21, 
1951. 
22 Richard Hintz, Mies1onary 1 s Report, Jan., 1952. 
23 LeRoy Hass, "statistics Requested by Home Office for 
1952," p. 3 • 
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by Vicar Elwo.od Fromm when he returned to the United States 
in July, 1952. Auw took over all the work Fromm had been 
doing in Otaru at that t1:me. 
On August ~6, 1952, Hass conducted his first meeting in 
the small town of Tomari. 2-' More than one hundred children 
were present.25 
Activities in the Sapporo area included work done at 
Misumai Sanatorium, mentioned above, by Hass and Schroeder· 
and at Teinekozan Sanatorium by Fromm and Miss Lenschow. 
Sapporo Youth Center 
The Sapporo Youth Center is a project worthy of special 
consideration. Its history goes back to the International 
Walther Leagu.e Convention held 1n Houston, Texas, in 1949. 
At this convention it was reso:Jlred to raise $10,000 for Jap-
anese mission work. At that time there was a great deal of 
interest among the youth of the Missouri Synod in mission 
activities in Japan. Various missionaries wrote to Walther 
League headquarters in Chicago that their efforts on Hokkaido 
would be greatly advanced through the erection of a youth 
center at the University of Hokkaido in Sapporo. This chal-
lenge ~as accepted.26 
24 
~-
. 
25LeRoy Hass, Missionar:r•s Report, Aug., 1952. 
26
"$20,000 Gift,• The Walther Leagu.e Messenger, July, 
1ss1, pp. 29 r. 
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Ash Wednesday, February 22, 1950, marked the beginning 
or the Walther League's annual mission project. Their goal 
was to raise $10,000 during Lent, 1950, for the establishment 
of the Sapporo Youth Center. 27 The call went out to the Wal-
ther Leagu.e societies to help stimulate interest in the mission 
in Japan and at the same time to demonstrate that interest by 
the gathering of funds. To create enthusiasm for this project, 
societies were encouraged to arrange a "Night in Japan" pro-
gram. At these meetings, pictures on Japan were shown, mem-
bers sometimes wore Japanese costumes, former soldiers who 
had been stationed in Japan gave brief talks on their impres-
sions of the country, members often played Japanese games, 
and frequently ended their "Night in Japan" with Japanese 
style refreshments.28 
General Douglas MacArthur, then Supreme Commander of the 
Allied Powers, wrote the Walther Leagu.e: 
I am greatly interested to learn of a plan for the con-
struction of a Christian center tha.t will open its doors 
to all students of one of the great universities of Ja-
pan •••• It is extremely important that the youth of 
Japan be given strong spiri tue.l guidance during the 
present day period when so many different ideologies are 
competing for their allegiance •••• I deeply appr~eiate 
your interest and I am eon~dent that you will be rich1y 
rewarded for your efforts. 
2"1 5 
"Program,"~ Walther League Messenger, Feb., 19 0, 
p. 39. 
28
"$20,000 Gift," 21?.• .21!• 
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An anonymous donor, who had been a consecrated leader 1D 
the Walther League about twent,--five years preTious, contrib-
uted $5,000 for the project.30 This gift together with the 
great enthusiasm manifested by Walther Leaguers all over the 
United States and Canada resulted in a total contribution of 
$20,000. The Walther League presented a check for that amount 
to the Missouri Synod. Dr. o. H. Schmidt received the gift 
on behalf of the Synod.31 
Meanwhile things were also happening in Japan. After 
searching for a suitable piece of property for months, the 
missionaries in Sapporo finally located a lot that would be 
ideal. The property was located 1D downtown Sapporo, on the 
main parkway through the center of town, only a block from 
the main streetcar lines, a few blocks from the large stores, 
and a few blocks from the Prefectural and City government 
of.fices. The property itself cost about $10,000.32 The mis-
sion came into legal ownership of this land in the last few 
days of 1950. 33 
The ground-breaking service for the Sapporo Youth Center 
took .place on August 7, 1951. The first spade full of ground 
300. H. Theiss, "$5,000 Gift for Sapporo,"~ Walther 
League Messenger, April, 1950, p. 38. 
31
"$20,000 Gift,"~·~. 
32 Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Nov. 12, 
1950. 
33Ibid., dated Jan. 1, 1951. 
'. 
'72 
was turned by Mr. Itagaki, the faitht'ul. worker 1n Sapporo who 
had been serving as interpreter for all the missionaries be-
sides doing many things by himself. Each of the missionaries 
and a soldier from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, the latter having 
participated in the drive for funds by the Walther League the 
previous year, then turned a spade full of soil.34 
Because of high building costs, only one floor and the 
/ . missionary' a residence of the proposed two-story structure I,; 
could be completed at first.35 Dedication of this part of 
the Youth Center took place on June 15, 1952. About one 
hundred thirty people were present. Pastor Herman H. Koppel-
mann, Assistant Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, had the sermon and the dedication in the name of 
the Board of Foreign Missions.36 
A further allocation of $15,000 by the Board of Foreign 
Missions made possible the completion of the Center by the 
addition of a second story, which was to provide space for a 
chapel. Dedication of this second floor took place on Novem-
ber 31, 1952.37 
34 
~., dated Aug. 12, 1961. 
35Ib1d., dated Aug. 6, 1951. 
36~., dated June 16, 1952. 
37 Richard Hintz, "statistics Requested by Home Office 
for 1952,n p. 3. 
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Asahigawa 
The second major field on Hokkaido is the city of Asahi-
gawa, located about one hundred miles northeast of Sapporo. 
Missionaries Strege and Danker made a survey trip to Asahigawa 
in August, 1949. Strege began work there on the weekend of 
September 1? and 18, 1949. His attendances were eighteen and 
twenty-one in two meetings held that weekend.38 Strege made 
~: . the trip to Asahigawa every other weekend, conducting Bible 
. 
' 
. 
. 
classes on Saturday evening and Sunday morning • 
Christmas, 1950, was observed on the weekend of December 17. 
After the close of the usual classes, the Japanese asked many 
questions, including the following: "How could the alJJl.ighty 
Jesus be murdered so cruelly?" "Why do you call God 'love 1 ?" 
"What do you mean by 'Amen' and 'Our God' when you pray?" 
"Is it wrong for the government to execute people?" Mrs. 
Strege, who also made the trip that weekend, was asked about 
various Christmas customs in America.39 
The arrival of Vicar Elwood Fromm in Sapporo in January, 
1951, made it possible to serve Asahigawa every weekend. 
Strege and Fromm alternated in making the trip. They began 
regular Sunday worship services there on January 21.40 
38M1meographed letter from Paul Strege, dated Sept. 20, 
1949, p.a. 
39Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Dec. 18, 
1950. 
40 Paul Strege, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1951. 
The first persons to be baptized in Asahigawa were two 
girls who received that rite on Easter Sunday, Karch 25, 1951. 
A third person, Mrs. Arai, who has faithfully served as inter-
preter in Asahigawa from the beginning of work there up to the 
present time, was received into membership with the church by 
profession of faith. Forty-four were present for the service 
that morning, which followed a Bible class attended by fifty-
eight.41 The first commu.nion service for these three members 
was held on April 8, 1951. 42 
Land for the erection of a chapel 1n Asahigawa was pur-
chased on May 10, 1951, for ta,ooo. 43 The cost of land on all 
of Hokkaido was considerably more than in other parts of Japan 
because Hokkaido did not suffer the damage from bombings that 
other areas had suffered. Land waa also purchased for a mis-
sionary's residence. In the suzmner and fall of 1951 a chapel 
and a residence were erected. 
Vicar Robert Wennerstrom arrived in Sapporo in August, 
1951. 44 From that time on until he left Hokkaido for the 
Philippines in February, 1953, he took over all the work in 
Asahigawa that had been carried on by Vicar Fromm. He began 
a number of new Bible classes and other activities and served 
41Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated March 26, 
1951. 
42Ibid., dated April 9, 1951. 
43 
~., dated May 14, 1951. 
44Rob~rt Wennerstrom, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1951. 
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Tery taithf'u.l.ly in carrying on mission efforts in that area. 
The chapel in Asahigawa was dedicated on October 14, 
1951. About one hundred thirty adults and fifty children 
were present for the service.45 The group later chose the 
name •st. Paul's Lutheran Church. a Since they now had a 
meeting place, the group began a Sunday school on November 4, 
1951, with an opening enrollment of thirty-two.46 This en-
rollment soon more than doubled itself. 
Strege and family and Wennerstrom moved from Sapporo to 
Asahigawa on November 20, 1951,47 thus becoming the first res-
ident missionaries of the Missouri Synod 1n Asahigawa. Their 
full time work in that city resulted in the strengthening and 
expansion of the mission. 
On Christmas Day, 1951, a class of fifteen was baptized 
in the ~ew chapel. Included in this group were Mr. and Mrs. 
Kotegawa.48 A group of sixteen was baptized on Easter Sunday, 
April 13, 1952. All of those in the latter group were brought 
in through Mr. Kotegawa.49 
45Letter from Mrs. Paul Strege to the writer, dated 
Oct. 15, 1951. 
46tetter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Nov. 5, 
1951. 
47 Letter from Na-s. Paul Strege to the writer, dated 
Nov. 22, 1951. 
48Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Dec. 26, 
1951. 
49 
~., dated April 13, 1952. 
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A most interesting development . in Asahigawa has been the 
beginnings of wor.k among the Ainu, descendants of the original 
inhabitants of Japan who lived there before the Japanese them-
selves. The Ainu look anything bu.t Japanese and have large 
blaek busby eyebrows. 
A group of the Ainu live in a small village called Chika-
bumi, located just a few miles from Missionary Strege•s home. 
Strege planned a noon-day meditation at the Asahigawa chapel 
on Good Fr.iday, April 11, 1952, as a means of contacting some 
of the office workers in the area immediately surrounding the 
chapel. He mimeographed several hundred invitations and mem-
bers of the church distributed ~em. Among the thirty who 
attended the noon-day meditation was a middle aged Ainu man 
who works at the city office just across the street rrom the 
chapel. He was so impressed by the message of Good Friday 
that he brought his wife along for the Easter Sunrise service 
at the chapel, which was attended by about one hundred sixty. 
This proved to be such a welcome experience for them that they 
contacted two of their daughters who joined them 1n attending 
the regular 10:30 service that morning, which was attended by 
one hundred ten. By the following Saturday, Strege had re-
ceived an invitation rrom this man, named Mr. Arai {no relative 
of the interpreter by the same name mentioned above), to come 
to Chikabumi to tell his people about Christianity. Mr. Arai 
77 
ottered the use or his own home tor a meeting place.SO 
Strege and Mr. Kotegawa went to Chikabumi for the first 
meeting there on April 19, 1952. Mr. Arai had made all the 
arrangements for the meeting in his home. About forty-ti ve 
were present, some thirty of them adults, and many of them 
old people. This was ve1!'1 unusual in view of the previous 
experience of all the missionaries in Japan, who found that 
almost ninety per cent of their work was among young people. 
One grandmother who attended the meeting was eighty-one years 
old. She and another of the women present had a large blue 
mustache tattooed around their entire mouth, as was customary 
among the Ainu years ago. This was meant to be beautiful, 
and a girl was so . tattooed when she became of age. Most of 
the middle aged women had only a blue spot tattooed in the 
depression under the nose instead of the large mustache. 
Several old men with long beards were also in attendance. 
One man present was the chief of one or the two main tribes 
of Ainu living around Asahigawa. He stated that he had at-
tended Sunday school about fifty years ago under a Missionary 
Pierson but had forgotten most of what he had learned at that 
time. Since that time the Salvation Army and Nichiren Bud-
dhism bad come in. The Ainu said they were confused about 
religion and wanted to lmow what is the truth.51 
50r.11meographed letter from Paul Strege, dated May 10, 
1952. 
51i,etter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated April 20, 
1952. 
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On October 2, 1952, MissionarJ Paul Pallmeyer and family 
left Tokyo for Asahigawa. They had spent a year in the Tokyo 
language schooi.52 
On October 31, 1952, a group of twenty-five was baptized 
in Asahigawa. One other person was accepted by profession of 
faith who had been baptized previously. This class included 
an Ainu family of four. At least thirteen of the twenty-five 
baptized came to baptism through the direct influence of Mr. 
Kotegawa.53 
Strege opened a new Sunday school at Chikabumi on Novem-
ber 2, 1952, at the home of the Ainu who were baptized on 
October 31. Fort7-six children were present.54 
On December 4, 1952, Pallmeyer began his first Bi ble 
class in Miyashita,55 a different section of Asahigawa than 
that in which the chapel is located. The average attendance 
for the first three meetings was about twenty.56 
Otaru 
Work 1n Otaru began when Missionaries Heerboth and Strege 
52william J. Danker, "Japan News Letter, 11 Oct. a, 1952, 
p. 10. 
s3Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Nov. 3, 
1952. 
54~. 
55Paul Pallmeyer, "Statistics Requested by Home Office 
for 1952," p. 3. 
56Pa~ Pallmeyer, Missionary's Report, Dec., 1952. 
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made a survey trip to that city in October, 1949.5'7 Otaru 1a 
a ci~y of about 150,000 inhabitants located thirty miles west 
of Sapporo. A student from the Otaru College of Connnerce had 
been attending one of the Bible classes in Sapporo and had 
invited them to come to his college to begin Bible classes 
there. When the missionaries arrived at the college, they 
noticed a poster announcing a Bible class. Eeerboth inquired 
from the college student who was their guide as to who was 
teaching this Bible class. The student replied: "You are!" 
The student immediately took the missionaries to a classroom 
where twenty-eight young men were assembled and waiting for 
the first class to begin. There was no need to investigate 
possibilities. The students were ready to hear about Chris-
tianity.58 
Heerboth took over the work in Otaru. But because of 
the heavy snowfall in winter in northern Japan, and because 
of the necessity of adjusting Bible classes to school terms, 
the work there had a rather fluctuating and difficult begin-
ning. After about three months, Heerboth had to discontinue 
classes.59 In the middle or May, 1950, he again began going 
to Otaru. every week. The college Bible class started with 
57Mimeographed letter from Paul Strege, dated Dec. 1, 
1949, p. l. 
58william J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, ~ 
Badger Lutheran, April 13, 1950, pp. 4 t. 
59Paul Heerboth, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1950. 
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an attendance of one hundred twenty, but this tapered oft 
somewhat later on.60 It had to be discontinued again from 
July 11 to September 12 during summer vacation.61 
In the middle of May, 1950, Heerboth also began a Bible 
class with Otaru business men, including traders, bankers, 
educators, insurance agents, and others. This class could be 
conducted in English because Otaru is a seaport and trading 
to\fil and many of the men knew English. It soon became evident 
that the purposes of class and teacher were not always the 
same. On a first survey, sixty-one of the ninety members of 
this class stated that their aim in coming was to learn con-
versational English. Fifty-one had never studied Christian-
ity. 62 
Vicar Fromm's arrival 1n Sapporo 1n Januarr, 1951, made 
it possible to begin Sunday work in Otaru.63 With the begin-
ning of a more concentrated effort there, the mission also 
grew. There was an increase in the number of Bible classes 
conducted and in attendance at those classes. A Sunday school 
was beg\l?l 1n the fall of 1951. 
After Missionary Auw arrived in Sapporo, he also began 
60tetter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated May 30, 
1950. 
61Paul Heerboth, Missionary's Report, June, 1950. 
6211Forward in Our Overseas Missions,"~ Lutheran 
Witness, Aug. a, 1950, p. 246. 
63Paul Heerboth, l!issionary's Report, Jan., 1951. 
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to work 1n Otaru, and when Fromm le.ft Sapporo, Auw took over 
the mission in Otaru completely. 
In the fall of 1952, negotiations were underway for the 
purchase of land for a chapel and a missionary's residence in 
Otaru so that a resident missionary could be stationed there. 
Obihiro 
As was mentioned earlier in this chapter, the Rev. Kosaku 
Nao baptized a number of Japanese National Police Reserves at 
Camp Craw.ford. After such a baptism service on February 11, 
1951, an informal send-off was given to about forty baptized 
Police Reserves who were being moved from Sapporo to Ob1hiro, 
a city about one hundred miles east of Sapporo. On Febru-
aJ."'1 24, 1951, Missionary Hass left for Obihiro with his inter-
!, preter, Mr. Itagaki. The next day they held the first Mis-
,. 
souri Synod service ip that city, with twenty-nine Police 
Reserves in attendance.64 Hass, Schroeder, and Itagaki 
continued to serve the group in Obihiro every other week for 
about eighteen months. 
When Hass heard that the earthquake of March 4, 1952, had 
affected also Urahoro, which is one and one-half hours from 
Obihiro by train, he immediately thought of a former pastor 
of the Japan Lutheran Church and other Christians he lmew 
there. Missionary and Mrs. Hass together with some of their 
64LeRoy Hass, Missionary's Report, Feb., 1951. 
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members from Sapporo packed up twenty-six boxes of used 
clothing that had been sent from friends 1n the United States 
and set out for Urahoro., where the clothing was distributed 
to the needy.65 
Several months later most of the National Police Reserves 
who had been baptized returned home, since their two-year term 
had expired. This resulted in the discontinuation of services 
in Obihiro on September 21, 1952. 66 
Bihoro 
Several of the National Police Reserves who had been 
baptized by Nao were transferred to Bihoro, a city 1n ~he 
northeast corner of Hokkaido. At first the mission did not 
have su1'ficient personnel to serve them. But when Vicars 
Schroeder and Wennerstrom arrived on Hokkaido, plans were 
made to serve them twice a month.67 
In August, 1951, Hass conducted one service in Bihoro, 
which was attended by twenty-one.68 For the next few months 
Schroeder served the group. Beginning in December, 1951, 
Wennerstrom took over the work in Bihoro. At that time there 
6511Earthquake in Japan Offers Opportunity for Christian 
Charity," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 49, March, 1952, 
p. 7. 
66 
Hass, "Statistics, 11 £E.• _ill. 
6"'1 Robert Wennerstrom, Missionary's Report, Jan., 1952. 
68 LeRoy Hass, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1951. 
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were about twelve Police Reserves and about twenty other people 
attending services. Fifteen were attending the baptism class 
which was conducted just after the service.69 On the weekend 
of August 10, 1952, Strege accompanied Wennerstrom to Bihoro 
to baptize two men there.70 However, shortly after this the 
Lutheran Police Reserves stationed there resigned and returned 
home. Wennerstrom made his last trip to Biboro on the weekend 
of August 31, 1952.71 
Fukagawa 
On August 28, 1951, Strege and Wennerstrom made a survey 
trip to Fukagawa, a city about twenty-five miles west of Asa-
higawa. The city has about 13,000 inhabitants and at that 
time had only one small clmrch.72 On September 14 the two 
men returned to Fukagawa to show the movie "God of Creation." 
The showing took place outdoors in front of the city bank. 
By the time it was over, al.most four hundred people had gath-
ered to watch it. The missionaries handed out tracts and 
announced that the first Bible class would be held on Sunday 
69Letter from Robert Wennerstrom to the writer, dated 
Dec. 4, 1951. 
70Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Aug. 11, 
1952. 
71 Letter from Robert Wennerstrom to the writer, dated 
Aug. 25, 1952. 
72 Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Sept. 2, 
1951. 
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afternoon, just two days later. When Wennerstrom arrived 
there on Sunday, he found that not a single person came for 
the class. Schroeder had a similar experience near Sapporo.73 
~ By this time the missionaries were noticing that the Japanese 
i- were no longer so curious about Christianity as they had been 
.. 
_-::,.. . 
just after the close of the war. However, Wennerstrom was 
able to organize a class the following month, which he taught 
in English. The first worship service 1n Fukagawa was con-
ducted by Pallmeyer and Wennerstrom on October 26, 1952. 74 
On November 2, 1952, these two had their first baptism there, 
the class consisting of seven individuals. Thirty attended 
the service, which was held in a hotel room.75 
To summarize briefly, at the close of 1952 the following 
personnel were stationed on Hokkaido: AU.ssionaries Auw, Hass, 
Hintz, Pallmeyer, and Strege; Miss Lenschow; and Vicars 
Schroeder and Wennerstrom. Work was being done in eight sta-
tions, with Asahigawa and Sapporo as the chief centers. These 
stations are listed 1n Appendix B. The area had a total of 
one hundred fifty-two baptized souls and one hundred thirty-
seven communicants. 
73Ibid., dated Sept. 17, 1951. 
74 
~., dated Oct. 26, 1952. 
75
rbid., dated Nov. 3, 1952. 
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CHAPTER VII 
EDUCATION 
From 1 ts very beginning the Missouri Synod mission in 
Japan devoted a great deal of time and effort to the estab-
lishment of various agencies of Christian educEtion. They 
include: Sunday schools and Sunday School Teachers• Insti-
tutes; Vacation Bible Schools; kindergartens; Urawa Christian 
day school; Hanno High School; young people's summer camps; 
Sunday Seminaries; Tokyo Bible Institute; and the proposed 
seminary, which is to begin 1n April, 1953. These topics 
will be discussed in the order in which they appear above. 
Sunday Schools 
The Sunday school was one of the first agencies the mis-
sion used in carrying on its work. The establishment of the 
first Sunday schools was discussed in Chapter IV. In almost 
every station, the work began either with Sunday schools or 
with Bible classes, or both. Missionaries reported that they 
could start Sunday schools anywhere at any time and they 
could get children to attend by t~ hundreds, if they only 
had the manpower and the buildings in which to conduct them. 
it necess a'l"'V to hand out admission Another church body found -~ 
and Onlv children witli a ticket tickets !or Sunday school ~ 
would be admitted. ure Wa
s necessary because their 
This meas 
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meeting place could only accommodate a certain number of 
people and there was no other meeting place available. As 
.. 
1 was mentioned previously, several of the Sunday schools organ-
ized by the mission had to meet outdoors because they could 
not find any available building. The erection of chapels 
greatly alleviated this unfortunate situation. After the 
mission had been in Japan for several years, its SUnday 
schools were still experiencing a healthy growth, but the 
extreme interest that had been shown by the Japanese just 
after the war was no longer as great as it had once been. 
The mission organized a number of Sunday School Teachers• 
Institutes to give further training to the teachers and thus 
to help them take advantage of the tremendous opportunities 
and challenges they faced. The first such institute in Japan 
was held on November 23, 1949.1 That date was selected be-
cause it was a national holiday, the annual Harvest Festival. 
Forty-four young people were invited, since Missionary Meyer's 
home would not accommodate any more people. A typhoon on 
November 23 nearly wrecked all plans. But of the forty-four 
invited, forty-two were present, and the other two could not 
attend because of illness. These young people were from the 
various . stations in the Kanto area. 2 
1Arnold c. Mueller, "Japan," Concordia Sunday School 
Teachers' Quarterly, Oct.-Dec., 1950, pp. 7-9, gives the 
complete program for this conference. 
2Adelheid Mueller, "Harvest Season," ~ Walther League 
Messenger, March, 1950, pp. 14 ff. 
-
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Exactly one year later the Sunday school teachers of 
Tokyo met in an all-day conference in Martin Luther Church 
in Meguro. At this conference the missionaries hae charge 
only of the devotional exercises. The rest of the program 
was furnished by the Japanese themselves. This was a decided 
step toward building an indigenous church.3 
The first Hokkaido Lutheran Sunday School Teachers' Con-
ference met in Asahigawa on March 21, 1952. About forty people 
were present for the all-day session, including representatives 
from Sapporo, Otaru, and Asahigawa. The topics discussed were: 
"Maintaining Interest in the Sunday School," "Sunday School 
Organization," and "Keeping the Children with the Sunday 
School. 11 The next meeting of the Hokkaido group was set for 
April 29, 1953, the emperor's birthday, a national holiday.4 
The real problem with which the Sunday schools in Japan 
bad to contend was that of a great turnover in pupils. This 
meant a constant loss to the church. The Education Committee 
of the mission suggested that such means as special instruc-
tion, social groups, Parent-Teachers' Associations, etc., 
could be used to help the situation. The committee urged the 
missionaries to encourage their teachers to make calls at the 
3 
"Sunday School Teachers of Tokyo Meet," Parish Educa-
tion, Oct., 1951, p. 128, gives the complete program for 
this conference. 
4Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated March 22, 
1952. 
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J homes o! their pupils.5 
I 
·" 
Vacation Bible Schools 
The first Vacation Bible School referred to in Mission-
aries' Reports was conducted 1n Niigata for three half days 
from August l-3, 1950, with an average attendance of about 
seventy-five. 
Several were held 1n the S'UlDlller of 1951. A three-day 
school in Niigata had a total attendance of three hundred 
sixty. 6 A two-day school in N11tsu was attended by sixty-
five.7 A four-day school in Sapporo for the junior high 
school age group had a total attendance of eighty-one.a This 
school led to the establishment of a regular junior high school 
Bible class.9 A five-day school in Urawa had a total attend-
ance of four hundred seventy.lo A twelve-day school, the first 
!'u.11 length Vacation Bible School, meeting Monday through Sat-
urday, was conducted by Vicar Lester Hall at Azabu Chapel . 
511Minutes of Education Committee Meeting," March 5, 1952, 
"Reports and Memorials of the Japan Conference of The Lutheran 
Chu.rch--Missouri Synod," Fourth Annual Conference, June 30-
July 4, 1952, p. 36. 
p. 2. 
6Richard Poetter, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1951. 
7Clifford Brege, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1951. 
8Paul Strege, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1951. 
9w1111am J. Danker, "Missionaries' Memorandum," n.d., 
10Paul Kreyling, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1951. 
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About forty children attended.11 
According to the Missionaries• Reports for July and 
Augu.st, 1952, Vacation Bible Schools were conducted in Asa-
higawa, Niigata, Shirone, Niitsu, Kamo, Meguro, Azabu, Yoko-
hama, Totsuka, and Kugenuma. 
Kindergartens 
The mission recognized early the value of a Christian 
kindergarten in promoting its cause. A rather lengthy dis-
cussion concerning kindergartens was held at the 1950 Japan 
Mission Conference in Tokyo. A letter stating the need and 
value of such church kindergartens from Sataho M. Tasaka, 
Division of Education of Niigata University, was read. A 
resolution was adopted encouraging the missionaries to organize 
kindergarten work when and where possible and advisable. They 
were urged to keep in mind the importance of providing Chris-
tian workers and Christian literature for such work.12 
The Totsuka Kindergarten, opened on September 8, 1950, 
was the first to be organized within the mission. Missionary 
Meyer was in charge.13 After one month, it had e.n enrollment 
of seventy-two.14 Mr. Imanari, one of the first converts, 
11 Danker, .2E.• ill· 
12 
"Minutes of Janan Mission Conference," March 1-3, 
1950, pp. 11 r., par:99. 113. 
13Richard Meyer, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1950. 
14 
Ibid., Oct., 1950. 
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served ·as principal. 
The Kugenuma Kindergarten was opened in April, 1951, with 
an enrollment of thirty-four.15 From April to September, Miss 
Norma Lenschow was active in this endeavor, after which it was 
given into the hands of Vicar Donald Becker. 
At a meeting of the Education Connnittee on March 5, 1952, 
Meyer, on the basis of his past experience with kindergartens, 
gave a detailed report on starting a kindergarten, difficulties 
encountered in the work, teachers, weekl.y program, needs, and 
meeting those needs.16 
A third kindergarten was begun in Sapporo on April 15, 
1952, with about fifty children enrolled.17 
Kindergarten work was discussed quite extensively at the 
1 1952 Japan Mission Conference. In his opening message, the 
... 
chairman stated that kindergartens are one of the standard 
missionary methods in Japan since they fit so well into the 
Japanese educational picture, because the government does not 
sponsor them, and because they can usually be self-supporting 
from the start.18 
15Norma Lenschow, Missionary's Report, April, 1951. 
16A detailed acco~t of Meyer's report is given in "Min-
utes of Education Committee Meeting," .2£• £.!!., pp. 36 f. 
17LeRoy Hass, Missionary's Report, May, 1952 • 
18"Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Convention of the 
Japan Mission Conference of The Lutheran Chur~h--141.ssouri 
Synod," July 1-4, 1952, p. 6. 
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Two important resolutions were passed at this conference. 
The first stated that since not all local station groups who 
may wish to establish a kindergarten have sufficient capital 
to cover initial equipment expenses, a fund for such equipment 
was to be set aside, and amounts up to 50,000 yen from this 
:f'und should be granted as a gift to any station needing and 
requesting it. After this initial grant the kindergarten was 
to be self-supporting.19 The second resolution dealt with the 
dire need for teaching materials for the religious program. 
To meet this need, Mr. and Mrs. Epp were requested to prepare 
teacher guidance materials together with Japanese helpers. 
They were to prepare two sets, one for trial use in the 1953 
term and the second for the following year.20 
Urawa Christian Day School 
A group of people living in Urawa established a kinder-
garten which they hoped would grow into a Christian elementary 
school. They heard that the mission was interested in Chris-
tian education and theretore appealed to Danker to come to 
Urawa and survey the situation. 21 Danker first spoke to this 
group, known as the Urawa Mothers' Club, in April, 1950. 22 
No. 
l9ill£ • ., p. 28. 
20 
~., p. 29. 
21
"From the Tokyo Area," Foreign Missions Bulletin., 
42, July 31., 1950, p. 2. 
22william J. Danker, Missionary's Report, April, 1950. 
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In succeeding months, other missionaries alternated with him 
in speaking to them. Since it seemed quite apparent that the 
mission would soon begin an elementary school at Urawa, the 
Board of Foreign Missions extended a call to Mr. Robert Epp 
to serve as teacher for this schooi.23 He accepted the call 
and sailed with his family in August, 1951. Until the Urawa 
school would be established, Mr. Epp studied the Japanese 
language and directed the missionaries' language school in 
Tokyo. 
Because of certain developments, the mission decided not 
to take over the kindergarten already existing there, but to 
set up a completely new plant which would in no way be asso-
ciated with the former. In March, 1953, the new school build-
ing was under construction and plans called for the opening of 
the school as soon as the structure was completed.24 
Hanno High School 
The development of the Hanno High School is most inter-
esting. It began as a sericultural training school in Hanno 
in 1903 by Mr. Jinsaku Suda, an expert in sericulture and a 
man of some means. As time went on, other courses were added, 
including agriculture, commercial, and college preparatory 
23 4 Mimeographed letter from Max Zschiegner, dated Sept. , 
1951. 
24Personal note from Herman H. Koppelmann, dated Karch 28, 
1953. 
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courses. In 1931 it was enlarged to become a complete senior 
high school, with five years of secondary education. However, 
through wartime regulations and otherwise, the school was re-
duced to a four-year, and fina.J.ly to a three-year high school. 
In 1949 the middle school was added. Mr. Suda, the founder, 
was also the principal all this t i me. In 1950 he resigned 
~cause of his age and his inability to raise funds for the 
school. He had been somewhat attracted to Christianity, and, 
in seeking someone to take over the school, he visited the 
Ii&...."lllo Methodist minister, the Rev. Masataro Fujiwara. Fuji-
wara became chairman of the Board of Directors and, with 
another director, donned a scheme to finance the school, 
11""..ich, however, failed. By the early summer of 1951, the 
school was deeply in debt and the creditors were becoming 
12::patient. The teachers were underpaid and the morale of the 
school was very low. Repairs were badly needed, as well as 
e~uipment and a library. Fujiwara then appea.J.ed to various 
groups, also to the Missouri Synod m.ission. 25 
Throughout the summer of 1951 the mission carried on its 
investigation of the school, and finally decided to ask the 
Board of Foreign Missions for permission and funds to take it 
over. The permission was granted and the school was trans-
ferred toward the end of October, with Missionary Kreyling 
25
"Report on Seibo Gakkuen {Hanno High School)," "Reports 
and Memorials," .2.E.· ~., p. 48. 
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acting as principal pro-tem and chairman of the Board ot 
Directors.26 
The Board of Foreign Missions was very generous in its 
subsidy to the school. Besides subsidizing its running ex-
penses, the mission had to assume a debt of over 1,200,000 
yen (about $3,300). Numerous necessary repairs also had to 
be made.27 
The property consisted of about thirteen widely-scattered 
acres of land. The school buildings included a chapel seating 
about three hundrea, two classroom building~, two houses, and 
several minor buildings. On another campus about five miles 
west of Hanno there was another chapel, two classroom buildings, 
and a residence.28 
In the spring of 1952, four courses were being offered, 
agriculture, connnercial, home economics, and college prepara-
tory (or terminal}. Dropping the agriculture course was being 
seriously considered, since there was little demand for it. 
The addition of some trade courses was being discussed. A1'ter 
a number of years, the school should become self-supporting.29 
Chapel services were conducted daily and religion classes 
weekly. Attendance at both was compulsory. The teachers had 
26~., pp. 48 r. 
27Ibid., p. 49. 
28Ibid. 
29~ • 
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a weekly Bible class. A religion club carried on a program 
of religious education and evangelization in the community. 
The principal made visits in the homes. A Sunday school was 
conducted in the school chapel every Sunday.30 
Jl.r. Robert Neujahr, a high school teacher in Moline, 
' 
Illinois, accepted the call from the Board of Foreign Missions 
to serve as head of the Hanno High Schooi.31 He and his family 
arrived in Japan on September 21, 1952. He was to study in 
the language school at the Tokyo Lutheran Center until the 
spring of 1953, after which he was to move to Hanno and assume 
the position now held by Missionery Kreyling. Kreyling is 
scheduled to return to the United States on furlough at that 
time, being the first to return.32 
Young People's Camps and Clubs 
A number of young people's summer camps have been con-
ducted, of which the first was held August 4-8, 1950, at a 
Y.W.C.A. cottage at Hayama, just an hour from Tokyo by train. 
About one hundred twenty-five csmpers33 from all over the 
Tokyo area and a few from Niigata attended. All the mission-
30Ibid., pp. 49 t. 
31
"To Japan," Foreign Missions Bu1let1n, No. 49, March, 
1952, p. 6. 
32w1111am J. Danker, "Japan News Letter," Oct. 8, 1952, 
p. a. 
33
nFor the Youth of Japan," Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, 
Jan., 1951, pp. 12 r. 
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aries in the Ka.nto area contributed to the camp program. 
Mrs. Egolf served as housemother and nurse.34 
Two summer camps were held in 1951. The first one in 
the Niigata area was conducted July 27-30, fifty miles north 
of Niigata. Every station in Niigata Prefecture was repre-
sented. Four persons from Hokkaido and one from Tokyo were 
also present. Total attendance was seventy-two campers and 
seven missionaries. The program included seven lect~res 
(three by Shibata, two by Kreyling, two by Fromm), one wor-
ship service (Zwintscher), two morning devotions (Bringewatt, 
Poetter), and three evening devotions (Brege).35 
The Kanto area camp met over the weekend of August 5, 
1951. 36 An eager delegation from Hokkaido attended.37 About 
one hundred seventy-five registered over the three and one-
half day period. Lectures were given by prominent Japanese 
Christian professional men and by missionaries. A Japanese 
Lutheran professor at a large university in Tokyo delivered 
an excellent address on "Personal Evangelism. usa· 
Four summer camps were held in 1952. The first such 
34Richard Meyer, "Japanes~ Young People' a Camp," ~ 
Walther League Messenger, Feb., 1951, pp. 44 f. 
35clifford Brege, Missionary's Report, July, 1951. 
36Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated July 23, 
1951. 
1951. 
37Danker, "Missionaries' ~iemorandum, 11 2£• ill• 
38 Mimeographed letter from Max Zschiegner, dated Sept. 4, 
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effort in Hokkaido was held July 25-29, at the small town of 
Yo1ch1, some one hundred miles from Asahigawa. Total attend-
ance was over one hundred. The camp site was a :primary school. 
Two classrooms were cleared of desks, and tatami mats were 
placed on the flo~r for beds. S~ibata and Heerboth were the 
main lecturers. The theme of the camp was: "Christians Live." 
At the camp these young people could live together with fellow-
Christians in Christian surroundings, something many of them 
could not do in their homes where they were surrounded by non-
Christian brothers, sisters, and parents.39 The entire camp 
wes run by the young people themselves. Only the devotional 
exercises and lectures were conducted by missionaries. The 
vicars handled the hymn singing after supper. The outstand-
ing event of the camp was the worship service. It was the 
first time about half of the campers ever attended a worship 
service, although they were perhaps attending a Bible class 
regularly. Shibata explained the liturgy before the service 
began.40 
The Kanto area camp in 1952 was held at Gotomba, a resort 
town near the base of Mount Fuji. About one hundred thirty 
young people shared in the inspirational lectures by Japanese 
Christians and missionaries.41 
39 • Mimeographed letter from Robert Wennerstrom, datea 
Aug. 1, 1952. 
40Roy Schroeder, Missionary's Report, July, 1952. 
4
~1meographed letter from Max Zschiegner, dated Oct. 1, 
1952. 
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The Niigata area camp in 1952 was held in Senam1, Au-
gust 1-3. It was attended by a total of sixty-seven young 
people, including five from the Kanto area, ane eight mis-
sionaries. The program included lectures (two each by Meyer 
and Zwintseher, one by Mrs. Zwintscher), Sunday worship 
service (Zwintscher), morning devotions (Bringewatt, Poetter), 
and evening devotions (Patschke, two by Brege).42 
Since the Nagaoka group was not able to attend the Senami 
camp, it held its own c8lllp at Ish1j1, August 8-10, 1952. 
Forty young people attended. Lecturers were Zwintscher, 
Bringewatt, and Patschke. Though this camp also proved very 
successful, it will probably not be repeated.43 
Young people's organizations or youth clubs similar to 
Walther League societies were organized in a number of the 
stations. Several young people's choirs were also begun. 
Beginning in 1950, the Walther League initiated a program 
known as the Bible Reading League. Through this project, 
Walther Leaguers from all over the United States and Canada 
contributed one dollar each, tor which each received a New 
Testament in twelve small pamphlets. A similar New Testament 
was sent to a "mission friend" in some foreign land. The 
names of these mission friends were gathered and sent to 
Chicago by missionaries over the entire globe. At the Inter-
42clifford Brege, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1952. 
43Arbie Patschke, Missionary's Report, Aug., 1952. 
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national Walther League Convention in St. Louis, Missouri, 
July 8-12, 1951, it was reported that one thousand five 
hundred names of mission friends had been received from Japan. 
On November 3, 1952, the first Hokkaido Youth Rally was 
held in the Sapporo Youth Center. It was sponsored by the 
two youth clubs in Sapporo as a first anniversary project. 
Seventy-five young people from Sapporo, Asahigawa, Otaru, and 
Fukagawa attended. The meeting itself consisted of an opening 
devotion, a report of activities from all youth clubs, a busi-
ness meeting, lunch, and recreation. At the business meeting 
the group decided to have a very informal organization whose 
only purpose would be to prepare for the annual Youth Rally. 44 
Leadership Training Institutes 
Beginning in January, 1950, a number of leadership train-
ing schools were set up in the three geographic&l areas in 
which the ~issouri Synod mission is working. Though they 
operated under various names, the purpose of all of them was 
the same, namely, to make it more possible for the ordinary 
Japanese Christian to be a witness for Christ, to serve the 
Church intelligently, and perhaps to act as a Sunday school 
teacher or a worker in some other area of church endeavor. 45 
The first of these institutes opened in Tokyo on January 8, 
44Roy Schroeder, Missionary's Report, Nov., 1952. 
45
"Train1ng Nationals as Church Workers," Foreign!!.!-
sions Bulletin, No. 42, July 31, 1950, p. 4. 
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and was known as Nichioshingakko or "Sunday SemiDary.•~6 on 
May 7, a similar institute was begun in Sapporo, known as 
Ruteru Nichio Shukai or "Lutheran Sunday Gathering. 1147 A 
third institute was set up in Niigata. Ordinarily these in-
stitutes were held on Sunday. After the usual Sunday school, 
Bible classes, and perhaps church services, the group, number-
ing from twenty to fifty, would assemble for classes. Each 
person brought his lunch so that the group did not have to 
break up for the noon hour. Several classes were conducted 
in successive periods. These classes led the individuals into 
a study of the doctrines of the Scriptures, into the contents 
of the books of the Bible and methods of Bible reading, and 
into different phases of personal evangelism. At times oppor- · 
tunities were given for practical use of the methods discussed, 
as, for example, an opportunity for the distribution of tracts 
after a discussion on this phase of personal evangelism. 
Through these various avenues of approach the Japanese Chris-
tians were shown the opportunities for service which existed 
and were encouraged to take advantage of them.48 
A similar training school was set up in Totsuka 1n Sep-
46william J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, ~ 
Badger Lutheran, April 13, 1950, pp. 4 r. 
47tetter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated May 7, 
1950. 
4811Training Nationals,"~·~. 
r 
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tember, 1950,. known as the Totsuka Saturday Seminary. 49 Thia 
school was repeated the following year. It began on Septem-
ber 22, 1951, and was known as the Saturday Afternoon Bible 
Institute. Classes met on Saturdays, 2-5 p.m. Here, as in 
some of the other institutes, the course lasted for a period 
of twelve weeks.so 
Tokyo Bible Institute 
From the very first the missionaries realized that some 
sort of training program would have to be set up to prepare 
qualified nationals for full time church work. To meet this 
objective, the Education Committee of the mission worked out 
plans for a Bible Institute in the Tokyo Lutheran Center. The 
aims of this Bible Institute were: 
1. To prepare male Evangelists and female Bible 
teachers for full time church work. 
2. To give training in the Bible to those who desire 
it for their own growth in grace rather than for a pro-
fessional career. It is not the aim of the Bible Insti-
tute to give complete preparation for the Holy Ministry. 
It should be emphasized that this is not a seminary but 
a Bible Institute. 
3. The school is also serving to give valuable prep-
aration to those who will go on to regular seminery train-
ing in the future. It has also served to clarify for our 
missionaries the actual problems and situ~tions that they 
will meet in carrying on a regular seminary program. \Ye 
shall be able to plan and conduct a better seminary than 
we could have without this experienee.51 
49William J. Danker, Missionary's Report, Sept., 1950. 
50Richa.rd Meyer, Missionary's Report, Sept., 1951. 
51 Toi-o Bible Institute," "Reports and 
"Ref,ort or the n..r 
Memorials, 1 .21?.· ill•, p. 40. 
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Tbe Bible Institute was opened on Monday, September 10, 
1951, the day after the dedication of the Tokyo Lutheran Center. 
Ten students were enrolled in the day time course and twenty 
in the evening division. 52 The evening division made it pos-
sible for church members in the Kanto area to take part time 
courses while they continued their regular occupations. The 
Bible Institute staff consisted of: Danker, dean; Heerboth, 
registrar; Bergt, Shibata, and Suelflow.53 
As time went on, it became apparent that a regular sem-
inary training program would have to be set up in order that 
qualified Japanese pastors could take over the work in Japan, 
since the missionaries were obviously limited especially with 
regard to the language. But because of the shortage of man-
power among the mission staff it would be impossible to organ-
ize and maintain an effective theological training program and 
at the same time continue the Bible Institute as it was being 
carried on. Hence at its 1952 Convention in Tokyo, the mis-
sion resolved to discontinue the course of study then offered 
at the end of its present term. However, this discontinuation 
was to be of a temporary nature only, until such time when 
available manpower would make it possible to resume the Bible 
Institute courses.54 
52Danker, "Missionaries' Memorandum," .2£.• ill• 
53 
"statistician's Report for 1951 Japan Mission," Foreign 
Missions Bulletin, No. 49, March, 1952, p. 6. 
5411Proceedings," 22• _ill., p. 26, par. 82. 
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At the same convention the resolution was adopted to 
encourage missionaries to organize and maintain local short-
term Bible institutes. In planning these institutes, the mis-
sionaries were to keep in mind the possibility of getting 
assistance from the Tokyo Bible Institute and from theological 
students in the seminary after its establishment, in connection 
with their field work.55 
A local Bible institute of this kind was conducted in 
Asahigawa, January 7-11, 1952. The daily program consisted 
of an opening devotion, a course in the introduction to the 
New Testament by Strege, some singing, a course on the Life 
of Christ by Fromm, some games, a course on the subject of 
prayer by Wennerstrom, and a closing devotion. Average at-
tendance was from twenty-five to thirty. Some of these came 
every day from Fukagawa, twenty-five miles from Asahigawa.56 
A one-day Bible Conference was conducted by the mission-
aries in the Niigata area in November, 1952. Forty-eight 
attended.57 
Seminary 
In the early months of 1952, the Board of Foreign Missions 
55 
~., p. 29, par. 97. 
56Mimeographed letter from Robert Wennerstrom, dated 
Jan. 30, 1952. 
57
victor Zwintscher, Missionary's Report, Nov., 1952. 
I 
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extended a call to Dr. o. H. Theiss, Executive Secretary of 
the International Walther League, to serve as head of theo-
logical training in Japan. Dr. Theiss accepted this call.58 
He and his wife arrived in Tokyo on October 12, 1952. 
At its 1952 convention, the Japan Mission Conference 
resolved to initiate a theological tr~ining program which was 
to begin with the spring term in April, 1953.59 Heerboth and 
Egolf were to be designated as full time instructors in the 
theological training course, since both of them were well 
qualified, had been active as staff members of the Bible 
Institute courses, and incidentally could be more easily 
relieved of other duties than some of the other men on the 
field. 60 In order to prepare the Japanese church to assim-
ilate the seminary students upon completion of their training, 
the conference resolved that the missi.onaries encourage their 
groups of Japanese Christians to assume the responsibility of 
rendering moral and financial sttpport to the training program 
as well as to contribute toward the support of theological 
students from their own localities. 61 
Realizing the necessity for an adequate library for a 
theological institution as well as the need for a missionaries' 
58 
"Dr. Theiss to Head Seminary Work in Japan," ~ St. 
Louis Lutheran, May 10, 1952, p. 2. 
59"Proceedings," .Q.E.• cit., p. 19, par. 51. 
60
rbid., pp. 20 r., par. 52. 
61Ibid., p. 27, par. 85. 
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lending library, the same convention passed a resolution that 
sue~ a library be established 1n the Tokyo Lutheran Center.62 
Dr. Theiss submitted a report to the Education Committee 
of the mission and to the Board of Foreign Missions in the 
early part of 1953 in which he states that to be eligible for 
the theological training program a student must meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 
1. Be a baptized member of the Christian Church for two 
years 
2. Have the endorsement of the missionary under whose 
spiritual care he is 
3. Be a university graduate or have acquired an equiv-
alent education which enables him to pursue graduate 
study profitably 
4. Have sufficient mastery of the English language to 
profit from courses presented in English and from 
the reading of English theological literature 
5. Agree to accept no employment in addition to the 
field work of the theological program 
6. Agree to board and lodge at the Tokyo Lutheran Center 
7. Submit an official transcript or his academic record 
8. Submit a certificate of a recent, thorough physical 
examination 
9. Pass both a written and an oral entrance examination63 
The requirem~nt of university graduation was felt essen-
tial for the emotional security and social standing of these 
future Japanese pastors, since they will hold a very unique 
place of leadership in the church, especially because they 
will be the first pastors of the indigenous church. These 
men will guide the future of the church in Japan in every 
62 Ibid., p. 30, par. 99. 
- -
630. H. Theiss, Report to the Education Committee of the 
Japan Conference of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, re-
ceived by the Board of Foreign Missions on March 9, 1953, p. l. 
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phase of its activities. An adequate background, both cul-
turally and spiritually, will be necessary to prepare them 
for these tasks.64 
Offering the instruction in English will enable the 
seminary professors to keep their instruction on a gradu~te 
level and will spare the mission the necessity of engaging 
outside instructors, thus endangering the achievement of an 
integrated theological education.65 
Dr. Theiss states that they have three young men desirous 
of entering the seminary who meet the requirements and a fourth 
who, because of eight years of experience and self-education, 
can be given the privilege of attempting graduate study at 
least on a probational basis.66 
According to present plans, all instruction will be given 
at least initially by Theiss, Heerboth, and Egolf, with the 
following general assignments of fields: New Testament and 
Practical, Theiss; Old Testament, Heerboth; Dogma anc Church 
History, Egolr.67 
64Ibid., pp. 1 r. 
65Ibid., p. 2. 
66Ibid. 
67 
~-, p. 3. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
LITERP.TURE 
In a country like Japan, with its extremely high literacy 
rate, the production and distribution of Christian literature 
is very essential for the extension of Christian mission work. 
The Missouri Synod mission took recognition of this fact by 
selecting a Literature Committee already at the first meeting 
of the future Japan Mission Conference in Tokyo on August 9 
and 10, 1949. The conference elected Danker chairman of the 
connnittee. He appointed Shibata, Meyer, and lieerboth as the 
other members.l In the conferences of 1950 and 1952, Heerboth 
and Shibata were elected to this committee. 
The Literature Committee felt it best that the production 
of literature be a joint effort, not something done by indi-
vidual stations for use by themselves alone. For that reason 
they presented a resolution to the second meeting of the Japan 
Mission Conference held in Tokyo in 1950, providing that the 
production of Japanese literature--Sunday school, Bible class, 
teacher training materials, tracts, etc.--should be a coordinated 
effort, the work of producing and the finished product being 
shared by all stations. This resolution was adopted.2 
lnMinutes of Japan Mission Conference," Aug. 9-10, 1949, 
p. 3, par. 22 f. 
2
"Minutes of Japan Mission Conference," March l-3, 1950, 
p. 5, par. 44. 
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Sunday School Literature 
One agency very greatly in need of literature was the 
Sunday school. At first most stations attempted to mimeo-
graph their own Sunday school leaflets. But this was ex-
pensive, time-consuming, and not too rewarding. In late 
1950, the Rev. Kosaku Nao was engaged to translate Sunday 
school materials, with Heerboth in charge of this project. 
The first printed leaflets were ready for use on December 3, 
1950. Two thousand conies were printed each week, at a cost 
of 19,750 yen, including the translation work. The first 
booklets for juniors appeared in April, 1951, in an edition 
of two thousand copies.s 
In July, 1951, an attempt was made to interest other 
groups in the literature produced by the mission, since it 
was the first post-war group in Japan to be printing Sunday 
school literature regularly. In response, people from other 
Lutheran and non-Lutheran groups began to buy this literature.4 
In May, 1952, 30,000 beginner leaflets were printed, of 
which 28,400 were distributed. Three thousand junior booklets 
were printed in the same month, of which 2,826 were distrib-
uted. The remaining materials were stockpiled for future 
3111r11nutes of Literature Connnittee Meeting," April 30, 
1952, "Reports end 1-Iernorials of the Japan Conference of The 
Lutheran Church--N.issouri Synod," Fourth Annual Conference, 
June 30-July 4, 1952, p. 12. 
4Ib1d • 
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sales, which sometimes occurred in cases where new Sunday 
schools were started.5 
Ever since the mission began printing Sunday school 
literature there was a demand for a Sunday School Teachers' 
Quarterly. The Literature Committee reported in April, 1952, 
that the first quarterly was to be ready for the period from 
July to September, 1952. The co~ies were to be undated so 
that they could be re-used every other year in accord with 
the Sunday school series. The translation of the regular 
material issued by Concordia Publishing House, the publishing 
company of the Missouri Synod in the United States, was done 
by a Mrs. Matsuda under the eirection of Mr. Tewes. The first 
issue was to be printed in one thousand copies. 6 
Catechism 
It was reported in a meeting of the Literature CoDiDlittee 
in March, 1952, that the Lutheran Literature Society, which 
will be discussed later in this chapter, had already published 
a revised edition of Luther's Small Catechism. However, there 
was great need for a suitable explanation to the Catechism. 
At that time Missionary Shibata was completing the translation 
of the Missouri Synod's Short Ex:,lanation of Luther's Small 
5 Ibid., p. 13. 
6 Ibid., p. 15. 
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Catechism. 7 By April, 1952, he, together with others, com-
pleted the translation. A:n issue of 5,000 copies was to be 
printed. 8 On July 4, the final day of the Fourth Annual 
Conference, Heerboth displayed this Catechism, which had just 
come off the press.9 
Vacation Bible School Materials 
At its meeting in March, 1952, ·the Literature Connnittee 
appointed a special sub-committee to prepare suitable Vacation 
Bible School workbooks, teachers• guides, and handicraft 
packets in time for summer. This connnittee consisted of 
l\i!eyer, chairman, Lange, and Hall. They were to ask the Jap-
anese to help in the planning and preparation of these mate-
rials.10 
This sub-committee appeared before the Executive Committee 
on May 2, 1952. They reported that materials for ten lessons 
and two reviews were to be included in the workbooks. This 
was planned with the idea of a two-weeks' session, six days 
a week, as the average Vacation Bible School. Two workbooks, 
7
":Minutes of Literature Committee Meeting," March 19, 
1952, "Reports and Memorials," .22• cit., p. 9. 
8111vanutes of Literature Committee Meeting,." April 30, 
1952, .2E.• cit., p. 16. 
9
"Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Convention of the Ja-
pan ltission Conference of The Lutheran Church--1.!issouri Synod," 
July 1-4, 1952, p. 38, par. 143. 
lO"Minutes of Literature Committee Meeting," March 19, 
1952, ££• £!!., p. 11. 
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one for the kindergarten to third grade level, the other for 
the fourth to sixth grade level, were being prepared by Jap-
anese workers. They were also working on the manual for 
teachers er.c the handicraft materials. The sub-coJJlll.ittee 
hoped to have the material ready for printing by the begin-
ning of June and into the hands of the missionaries by the 
be ginning of July.11 
Tracts, Pamphlets, Books 
A SWlllllary of the literature that had been completed or 
was being worked on ~t that time is given in the "Minutes of 
the Literature Committee Meeting" of April 30, 1952. The 
following material is taken from that source.12 
TRACTS AND PAMPHLETS 
Before the literature work was centralized in Tokyo, the fol-
lowing items were translated and published: 
l. Kirsuto no Howa (The Peace of Christ) nrepared by 
Rev. Nao~nci""'Paul Heerboth in Sapporo.- Two printings 
of ten thousand each. Used mainly by our own mission-
aries in evangelistic work. Now slated for revision. 
2. Fukatsu-zai-bi (Resurrection Day) prepared in Sapporo 
by Rev. Nao and Paul Heerboth. Ten thousand printed 
at cost of 23,300 yen, same as the tract above. This 
tract was revised and used by the Lutheran Literature 
Society for all the Lutheran Groups in Japan for 
Easter, 1952. 
3. Senrei Ni Tsuite (Concerning Baptism) for adults. Pre-
pared b~George Shibata, Tokyo. Ten thousand printed. 
Received wide distribution. Language needs revision • 
11 11:Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting," May 2, 1952, 
p. 12. 
12 
"Minutes of Literature Committee lteeting," April 30, 
1952, 2E.· ~., pp. 13-17. 
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4. Tsukuwareru. Tame-ni (Concerning Salvation) prepared 
by George Shibata of Tokyo. Language needs revision 
for rural areas. 
5. Kodama-no Tame-ni (For the Sake of Children) e tract 
on child baptism designed for non-Christi&IJ parents 
of children to be baptized. Prepared by Riche.rd meyer 
of Yokohama. Language to be revised and reprinted. 
The following items have been printed in Tokyo late 1951 and 
early 1952. 
1. A~anai-ni Tsuite (Concerning Redemption) prepared by 
Mr. Igo of Sapporo, read and revised by Mr. Mitsuye 
and Paul Heerboth. Ten thousand printed. Used widely 
in connection with the Lutheran Hour. 
2. Seisho-o Yomu Tame no Te-Bild (Guide for Bible Reading) 
prepared by Mr. Igo~f Sapporo. Read and revised by Mr. 
Mitsuye and Paul Heerboth, Tokyo. Ten thousand print-
ed. Used widely by missionaries and Lutheran Hour. 
3. Kurisu.masu Wo Mukaote (Welcome Christmas) Christmas 
tract written by Paul Heerboth, translated by Mr. Mi-
tsuye. Twenty thousand printed in two printings. 
Enjoyed wide sale outside of our ovm group in addition 
to being used by our missionaries. Cover designed 
by Rev. Bergt. 
4. Japanese Baptism Certificate prepared by Paul Heerboth 
and Mr. Mitsuye. Ten thousand printed. Cost: 15.75 
yen per certificate. Sale price: To our missionaries: 
30 yen. To other missionaries: 35 yen. To others: 
50 yen. This is our first sample of multi-colored 
printing. 
The following items are at the printer now: 
1. Ruteru. Kyokai no Oshie (What Lutherans Teach) a tract 
translated by ir. Mitsuye and read by Paul Heerboth. 
A very necessary tract for Lutheran Hour follow-up work. 
2. Only Believe an evangelistic tract on salvation tr~s-
lated by a student, Mr. Takizawa, corrected and reaa 
by Mr. Mitsuye and Paul Heerboth. 
The following items are nearly ready: 
1. What Must I Do to Be Saved? Translated by Mr. Takizawa. 
Still~be rea~and corrected and rewritten for the 
printer. 
2. ~Bean Atheist? Dr. Graebner's tract, translated 
by M"r7' Takizawa. Still to be read, corrected, and 
rewritten. 
r 
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Lutheran Hour Bible Correspondence Course 
-
In September of 1951 the Conference Literature Committee was 
asked by Dr. Bertermann to prepare a Bible Correspondence 
Course in Japanese for the Lutheran Hour Broadcast. The 
Stateside materials furnished by the Lutheran Hour were used 
as a basis for translati on •••• 
It soon became apparent that the Stateside course material was 
good only as a hurried beginning. It assumes too much thet 
the reader knows something about Christian background and ter-
minology, and was lacking in adequate explanation of points. 
Proof passages also did not always prove to many people, be-
cau se of the difficult language of the Japanese Bible. • • • 
A new course is being written (not translated). This will be 
original material as outlined by a special conunittee, consist-
ing of Rev. Glock, W. J. Danker, Dr. Kishi, Pres . of the U. L.C. 
Seminary, anc Rev. Aoyama. Dr. Kishi is doing the writing •••• 
Note: The Correspondence Course Materials have proven useful 
among the baptized National Police Reserves and espe-
cially among shut-ins. • •• 
hIANUSCRIPTS ON HAND TO BE PRINTED 
(As money and opportunity permit) 
A number of manuscripts have been submitted for publication. 
They must first be checked for doctrinal accuracy in trans-
lation and then held in readiness for printing. 
1. Bedside Devotions for Shut-ins. Translated ~y Mr. 
Matsuo of Sapporo under the direction of LeRoy Hass. 
2. God Loves You, an evangelistic tract, translated by 
Mr. Takizan. 
3. One Way ••• Onlfie One!, an evangelistic tract, trans-
lated under t <Irrection of Paul Kreyling. 
4. Be of Good Cheer. A tract for s~t-ins, prepared 
under ~direction of Del.mar Glock. 
5 How to Read the Bible, a tract for inquirers and those 
• ~ - -b i- in Bible study Translated under wno are eg nners • 
the direction of Del.mar G~~~~~ student series Church 
6. ~ Throu5h ~ Ages, a under the direction of 
History prepared by Mr. Aoyama 
Ralph Egolf. listic tract translated by 
7. Freedom from Worr:I., eva~re tion of Paul Heerboth. 
1lr. Takizawa under the b~!~g preuared by Mr. Itagaki 
8. What Jesus Means to Me, tion of-LeRoy Hass. 
o'rsapporo under tlie c!ir~~ g being prepared by Mr. 
9. Our Bible by Weidenschil ~i~n of LeRoy Hass. 
Igo of Sapporo under direc 
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MAJOR WORKS 
There is a great need not only by our own Lutheran Church, but 
by all Lutheranism and the rest of Christianity in Japan for 
some of the most basic writings of our Synod. Therefore the 
following works will be undertaken as translation projects: 
1. Koehler, Summary of Christian Doctrine, to be prepared 
by Mr. Imanari uncier the direction of ••• George 
Shiba.ta. 
2. Graebner, Doctrinal Outlines, to be prepared by Mr. 
Aoyama under the direction of ••• Ralph Egolf. 
3. Walther, Law anc Gospel, ••• by ••• Paul Heer-
both •••• 
Hymnal 
Since the Japanese Protestant Hymnal was being conunonly 
used by the mission aric the doctrinal contents of some of its 
hymns was considered questionable, the annual conference in 
1951 resolved that the Literature Committee make a study of 
this hymnal, paying particular attention to the baptism and 
communion hymns. This committee was also to study the pos-
sibility of undertaking the publication of a Japanese Lutheran 
Hymnal or joining with other Lutherans in getting such a hymnal 
published.13 
Shibata presented the findings of the Literature Committee 
to the convention in 1952. He gave a classification of hymns 
made on the basis of his impressions, judgments, or suspicions 
as to whether the hymn taught Jesus. Hymns were classified 
as inclined to Calvinism, Arininianism, etc., as not objection-
1311M1nutes of Japan Mission Conference," July 10-13, 
1951, p. 9, par. 60. 
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able, but sentimental, or as approved,.14 
No action was taken by the mission in regard to the pub-
lication of a Japanese Lutheran Hyni.nal, since the United 
Lutheran Church had already undertaken the task of preparing 
a Lutheran Hymnal with revised liturgy. It was hoped that 
this hymnal would be ready by 1955.15 
Lutheran Literature Society 
At the conference in 1951, Danker presented information 
concerning the All-Lutheran Conference and the proposed Lu-
theran Literature Society. He emphasized that these organi-
zations provided a level on which the mission could work to-
gether with other Lutheran groups, get acquainted with them, 
and build up understanding and confidence before starting 
doctrinal discussions. He also stressed that the mission 
needed the abilities of these experienced Lutheran writers. 
Danker was a member of the committee that drew up the consti-
tution for the proposed Lutheran Literature Society. This 
constitution included a phrase empowering each group to veto 
the production of any material considered not satisfactory by 
that group. The mission had already been able to influence 
the type of literature produced by the All-Lutheran Conference, 
as, for example, the Fukuin Shimbun (Gospel Newspaper) and the 
14 
"Proceedings, 11 .2E.• ill•, p. 40, par. 15'7. 
15
"M1nutes of Literature Committee Meeting," March 19, 
1952, £:£• ~-, p. 9. 
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Bible History which was to be published, based on the Advanced 
Bible History published by Concordia Publishing House.16 
The Board of Foreign Missions approved of the mission 
joining the Lutheran Literature Society and authorized the 
payment of the $200 initial fee.17 
The Lutheran Literature Society was formed at Nojiri, 
Augus t 10, 1951, with every Lutheran body in Japan joining it. 
Danker was elected Vice-President of the organization. He had 
been authorized by the Executive Committee of the Missouri 
Synod mi ssion to offer the Lutheran Literature Society office 
space in the Tokyo Lut heran Center, but no office space was 
needec at that time. At the organizational meeting, Heerboth 
and the Rev. Kiyoshi Hirai, who succeeded Dr. Chitose Kishi 
as president of the Japan Lutheran Church, were commissioned 
to make a survey of existing literature.18 
Work done by the Lutheran Literature Society up to the 
middle of 1952 was reported as the following. A revised 
translation of Luther's Small Catechism, in more understand-
able Japanese, appeared in the fall of 1951. A large number 
of tracts for var i ous purposes were to be coming off the 
press shortly. The Fukuin Shimbun (Gospel Newspaper) was 
16 
"Minutes of Japan Mission Conference," July 10-13, 
1951, O'D. cit., p. 7, par. 56. 
- -17 
"Minutes of Executive Committee Y.eeting," Aug. 2, 
1951, p. 20. 
18 
"Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting," Sept. ,., ' 
1951, p. 22. 
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being published monthly, with circulation then at 8,000 
copies. The Bible History, mentioned above, and a Church 
History were in work and were to be published by the end of 
1952. 19 A devotional book with one page for each day of the 
year was planned.20 
19 
"Reports and Memorials," .2.E.· cit., pp. 7 f. 
20" 11 Proceedings, .2.E.· £!_!., p. 14, par. 25. 
CHAPTER IX 
ACTIVITIES OF THE JAPAN MISSION CONFERENCE 
This ch.apter will attempt to bring together a number of 
topics which have contributed to the development of the Mis-
souri Synod mission in Japan and which are related to the 
Japan Mission Conference. After a discussion of the language 
preparation of the missionaries, the chapter will consider 
briefly each of the annual conventions of the Japan Mission 
Conference, the All-Lutheran Free Conferences, Medical Missions, 
and the Lutheran Hour. 
Missionaries' Language Preparation 
The first major task·for every full time missionary who 
came to Japan was that of gaining a speaking knowledge of the 
Japanese language. The first men who arrived on the field 
immediately began mission work among the Japanese, either by 
conducting their classes in English, or by using an interpreter. 
At the same time they studied the language with private tutors, 
or, if possible, attended a language school. During the first 
part of 1951 several missionaries were attending the Naganuma 
Japanese language school. However, at its convention in 1951, 
the mission resolved to begin its own language school in the 
newly acquired Tokyo Lutheran Center.l 
1
"Minutes of Japan Mission Conference," July 10-13, 1951, 
pp. 4 r., par. 39. 
w 
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The language school had its formal beginning on Septem-
ber 10, 1951, the day after the dedication of the Tokyo Lu-
theran Center, 2 with Missionary Roy A. Suelflow in charge. 
A number of Japanese people were selected and trained as 
teachers. 3 After Suelflow left Japan, Mr. Robert Epp was 
placed in charge. 
The second quarter of the language school started on 
April 14, 1952. A couple from the Lutheran Brethren mission 
had been enrolled in the first quarter. They were well satis-
fied and told others about the school, with the result that 
in the second quarter thirteen students from other missions 
enrolled.4 
In order to clarify its language study policy, the mis-
sion at its convention in 1952 resolved that a new missionary 
spend his first year on the field entirely in language study 
without other work except in such cases where the Boe.rd of 
Foreign ~issions or Executive Committee or Conference Chairman 
recognize an urgency to do otherwise. 5 
2w111iam J. Danker, "Missionaries' Memorandum," n.d., 
p. 2. 
311ste.tistician's Report for 1951 Japan Mission," Foreign 
Missions Bulletin, No. 49, March, 1952, p. 6. 
4william J. Danker, "Missionaries' ltiemorandum, 11 April 17, 
1952, p. 2. 
5 
"Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Convention of the 
Japan Mission Conference ot The Lutheran Church--Missouri 
Synod," July 1-4, 1952, pp. 31 r., par. 109. 
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In order to a.stablish a detini te language study policy 
by which the missionaries could be gu.ided, the Executive Com-
mittee adopted the following three resolutions: 
a) That as a matter of policy, a missionary who has op-
portunity for one year of full time language study, 
during the next two years make a gradual transition 
from the use of English to Japanese in his mission 
work, this transition to be completed at the end of 
his third year on the field at which time he will 
dispense with the use of an interpreter in his mis-
sion activities. 
b) That those who have not had opportunity for one year 
of full time language study be granted until the end 
of their fourth year on the field to make the transi-
tion to the use of Japanese, at which time they will 
dispense with the use of an interpreter for mission 
acti vi ties. 
c) Whereas a three-year term of language study as pro-
vided for in the Missionaries Manual from experience 
has proved insufficient for a missionary to be self-
proficient in the spoken and written Japanese, 
It was further resolved that after three years on 
the field a missionary in Japan be granted the use of 
combination language-secretary help within the limits 
of the budget and with the approval of each individual 
request by the area conference and the Executive Com-
mittee.6 
Japan Mission Conferences 
On August 9 and 10, 1949, Missionarie~ Danker, Egolf, 
Hass, Heerboth, Meyer, Shibata, and Strege gathered at the 
Tokyo Y.M.C.A. for what ca.me to be known later as the first 
session of the Japan Mission Conference. Danker was asked 
to serve as temporary chairman until a conference could be 
611Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting," Oct. 1-2, 
1952, p. 25. 
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formally organized.7 
At this meeting, Dr. Negishi, professor of St. Paul•s 
University, spoke on the topic: "Japanese Psychology and 
Characteristics Pertinent to Mission Work." Three essays 
were presented by missionaries, one by Shibata on: "The Use 
of the Japanese Bible in Missionary Work, 11 one by Hass on: 
11What Car.1 a Christian Pastor Do to ~eet the CoIDL."Ullist Chal-
lenge?", and one by Meyer on: "The Dynamic Relationship be-
tween Justification and Sanctification and Its Importance on 
the Mission Field. 118 
Mr. Kurosav1a, founder and former president of the Nopporo 
Agricultural School (near Sapporo) was introduced to the con-
ference and through an interpreter he explained the desire of 
the people of Hokkaido that the Missouri Synod missionaries 
would teach Bible classes in their two schools in Nopporo.9 
Much of the rem~inder of the time at this conference was 
spent discussing the location and purchasing of property and 
houses for the missionaries. 
Missionaries' Reports indicate that during the month of 
December, 1949, 7,785 persons were reached through Sunday 
schools, Bible classes, and worship services.lo 
p. 1. 
7 
"Minutes of Japan Mission Conference," Aug. 9-10, 1949, 
8 
~-
9 
,!lli., p. 3. 
lO"Japan," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 41, March 15, 
19so, pp. 2 r. 
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The second Mission Conference held its sessions in the 
Tokyo Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., March 1-3, 1950. Since official 
organization took place at these sessions, this convention ha.s 
been referred to as the birth.day of the Japan Mission Confer-
ence. The following were present: Missionaries Danker, Egolf, 
Hass, Heerboth, Kreyling, Meyer, Shibata, Strege, Suelflow, 
Zwintscher; Miss Lenschow, Miss Mueller; anc Dr. o. H. Schmidt, 
Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions.11 
Two essays were presented, one by Heerboth on: "The Chris-
-
tian Approach to the Buddhist Concept of Death," and the other 
by Hass on: 11An Exegetical Study of James 4. 11 Dr. Schmidt 
presented a number of matters in connection with the organiza-
tion and building of an indigenous church.12 
A great deal of time was spent on the adoption of a 
I 
Constitution and By-Laws. After it had been adopted, the 
election of officers took place according to the listing in 
the Constitution. The results of the election were as follows. 
Chairr::ian: Danker; Vice-Chairman: Shibata; Secretary: Meyer; 
Treasurer: Kreyling; Language Cormnittee: Suelflow; Literature 
Committee: Shibata and Heerboth; Welfare Committee: Egolf and 
Hass; Education Connnittee: Suelflow, Strege, and Zwintscher; 
Radio Committee: Kreyling; Connnittee on History and Statistics: 
llnMinutes of Japan Mission Conference," March 1-3, 1950, 
p. 1. 
12 
Ibid., pp. 1-3.8. 
12:s 
Suelflow. 13 
At the 1950 conference, there was a lengthy discussion 
on Christian education. Danker aispleyed a stimulating poster 
depicting the stens of development of native workers, begin-
ning with the Bible class, church service, baptism clhss, 
Sunday Seminary, Sunday school teacher, Bible class teacher, 
seminary scholarship, teacher, evangelist, full time worker, 
and pastor.14 The discussions on literature, kinaergertens, 
and medical missions thet took place at this confere~ce are 
taken up under their respective subjects elsewhere in this 
thesis. 
Concerning the opportunities and challenges that Japan 
presented in 1950, Danker wrote: 
There are still 12,000 villages in Japan of 5,000 popula-
tion and under where no Christian work has been started. 
And there isn't a single one where a thriving Sunday 
School could not be started at the drop of a hat--if we 
had the workers and the buildings.15 
There is no mass movement to Christianity in Japan. It 
is a patient process of winning one by one just as it is 
in the States. But what is encouraging and significant 
is that the old hostility is gone. There is much interest 
in Christianity and there is no great difficulty in gather-
ing hearers. But the people ask many questi?ns, and that 
is probably all to the good. The number of ~hose we are 
baptizing at this time is relatively small, when compared 
13
"Minutes," 1950, 212· ill·' P• ?. 
14 Ibid., p. 9. 
15 lide no 5? of a set of slides 
Description accompanying~ t May· 1950, a copy of which 
completed by William J. Danker; ~~e For;ign Missions Society, 
is in the visual aids library 0M · 
Concordia Seminary, st. Louis, 0 • 
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with our Bible classes with their lar e 
we trust that this will help to lay a g e:irollment, but 
for the future. The soil is recent1vesoli~ foundation 
which is being heard by so many will- ' a.n the Word 
surely bear fI-Uit.16 
Meanwhile in the Unitee States, the Forty p· t 
- irs Regular 
Convention of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synoa.· c . onvenea in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 21-30, 1950. Th e report of the 
Board of Foreign Missions to this convention stated that up 
to tha t date the mission in Japan had no chapels of its own, 
but had to meet in private homes or in rented rooms. The 
Board emphasized the importance of acquiring places of wor-
ship, so that the condition would not continue which had been 
reported by one missionary, who said: "I don't dare say any-
thing about a Sunday school because I don't know where to put 
the swarms of children who are clamoring for a chance to come.nl7 
An unprinted memorial referred to CoI!!Dlittee Two of the conven-
tion presented the need and opportunities in Japan and asked 
that permission be granted to call twenty pastors and to ap-
point twenty vicars for two years, and that Synod make pro-
visions for the added expenditures which this move would entail. 
The convention adopted a resolution that the Board be encouraged 
to undertake special and vigorous efforts to meet this extraor-
dinary challenge and that the Fiscal Conference of the Missouri 
16w111iam J. Danker, Letter dated Jan. 6, 1950, The 
Badger Lutheran, April 13, 1950, pp. 4 f. ~ 
1 7Proceedings of the Forty-First Regular Convention of 
the Lutheran church:-::M'fssouri Synod, June 21-30, 1950, -
pp°:- 467 f. 
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Synod be requested to make provisions for the special and 
additional costs of this unusual situation.18 
A resolution of this convention was adopted which initi-
ated a ten million dollar expansion program for missions and 
education, to be called "Conquest for Christ. 11 Some of the 
funds later collected in this program were allocated to the 
mission in Japan. 
During the month of December, 1950, the twelve mission-
aries in Jape.n reached some 17,000 people.19 
The first four men sent on two-year vicerage assignments 
were Clifford Brege, Elwood Fromm, Lester Hall, and Richard 
Poetter, all from Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois. 
After two weeks of intensive and concentrated study in the 
mission school of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, they left 
for Japan, arriving there the day before Christmas, 1950. 20 
Vicars Fromm and Hall arrived back in the United States on 
July 16, 1952. At the present time they are completing their 
studies at Springfield. 21 
The third meeting of the Japan Mission Conference was 
held in the Tokyo Lutheran Center, July 10-13, 1951. The fol-
18 
~., pp. 472 f. 
19 
"Japan,"~ Mission .2.!l:,!, VI, No. 3, '7. 
20 
Herman H. Koppelmann, "Missionary Travels," The Lu-
theran Witness, March 20, 1951, p. 8'7. 
21 
"Arrived Home," Foreign Missions Bulletin, No. 51, 
Sept., 1952, p. 6. 
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lowing were present: Missionaries Auw, Bringewatt, Danker, 
Egolf, Glock, Hass, Heerboth, Kreyling, Meyer, Popp, Shibata, 
Strege, Suelflow, Zschiegner, Zwintscher; Jass Lenschow, Miss 
Mueller; Vicars Brege, Fronnn., Hall, and Poetter. 22 
Two essays were read to the convention, one by Egolf on: 
"Soteriology in Romans," and the other by Hass on: "Exegesis 
of James 5." 
Considerable time was spent at the convention on consti-
tutional changes. Other topics discussed and the action taken 
on them, such as the missionaries' language school, literature, 
All-Lutheran Conference, Lutheran Literature Society, Tokyo 
Bible Institute, Hanno High School, and medical work, are con-
sidered elsewhere in this thesis. 
In August, 1951, six vicars from Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, Donald Becker, William Lange, Dean Lueking, Arbie 
Patschke, Roy Schroeder, and Robert Wennerstrom, arrived, as 
did also Mr. Erward H. Tewes, the business manager for the 
mission. The duties of the latter included serving as treas-
urer for the mission, supervising property and buildings, 
purchasing, managing the Tokyo Lutheran Center, and in general 
being of assistance to the missionaries wherever his business 
23 knowledge and experience were needed. 
22"Minutes of Japan 1assion Conference, u July 10-1:3, 
1951, p. 1. 
23 Committee Meeting, u Sept. 7' 
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The Fourth Annual Convention of the Japan Mission Confer-
ence met in the Tokyo Lutheran Center, July 1-4, 1952. T"ne 
following were present: Missionaries Auw, Bergt, Bringewatt, 
Danker, Egolf, Epp, Glock, Hass, Heerboth, Hintz, Kreyling, 
Meyer, Pallmeyer, Popp, Shibata, Strege, Tewes, Zschiegner, 
Zwintscher; Miss Lenschow, Miss Mueller; Vicars Becker, Brege, 
Lange, Lueking, Patschke, Poetter, Schroeder, and Wennerstrom. 
The Rev. Herman H. Koppelmann, Assistant Executive Secrets.ry 
of the Board of Foreign Missions, was also present for this 
convention. 24 
Two essays were delivered to the convention, one by 
Zwintscher on: "Pastoral Care of New Christians as Demonstrated 
by St. Paul in Galatians," anc. the other by Bergt on: "The 
Wrath of God." 
Taking as his theme a portion of Isaiah 54, the chairman 
in his opening message stressed that the phase of lengthening 
the cords in the mission was passing for the present. The 
time had come to emphasize even more than had been done in 
the past the words of Isaiah: "Strengthen thy stakes. "25 
The conference adopted a constitutional change regarding 
the Executive Committee, so that it would be composed of the 
Chairman of the conference and one member from each area, 
Kanto, Niigata, and Hokkaido. The Chairman of the conference 
2411Proceedings," 1952, !2:E.• ill•, P• 8. 
25Ibid., p. 1. 
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was to serve as chairman or the Executive Committee.26 
Election results were as follows. Chairman: Danker; 
Vice-Chairman: Bergt; Secretary: Meyer; Treasurer: Tewes; 
Executive Committee: Heerboth, Zwintscher, Strege; Language 
Committee: Egolf; Literature Committee: Heerboth, Shibata; 
Medical Committee: Hass, Miss Lenschow, Miss Mueller; Educa-
tion Committee: Epp, Strege, Meyer; Radio Committee: Bergt, 
Shibata, the Lutheran Hour Director (Glock); Committee on 
History and Statistics: Bringewatt; Auditing Committee: 
Kreyling, Glock; Representatives for the All-Lutheran Confer-
ence: Danker, Shibata; Representative for the Lutheran Litera-
ture Society: Danker. 
A resolution was adopted by the conference stating that 
since they were already severely handicapped by a manpower 
shortage and since the time had come to build up the work 
already begun, no new work except that immediately related 
to the existing missiop stations should be begun without 
approval by the local conference and thereupon by the Execu-
tive Connnittee.27 
The discussion and the action taken in regard to liter-
ature, the Lutheran Hour, language study, Sunday school con-
ferences, kindergartens, Vacation Bible Schools, local Bible 
institutes, Tokyo Bible Institute, the proposed seninary, the 
26Ibid., pp. 11 f., par. 14. 
27L_bid., 40 154 p. ' par. • 
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library in the Tokyo Lutheran Center, a...~d medical work are 
taken up elsewhere in this ·thesis . 
In 1952 the Executive Committee decidea to establish 
area audio-visual aids libraries at Sapporo, ?aigata, and 
Totsuka when funds would become available.28 The Chairman 
appointed the following as the Audio-Visual Aids Committee: 
Epp, Glock, Kreyling, and Neujahr.29 The Executive Connnittee 
had decided to submit a budget request for 1953 for loud 
speaker equipment, especially for Niigata and Hokkaido.30 
However, at a later meeting this matter had to be reconsidered 
in view of a reduced budget for the 1953 fiscal year.31 In 
the fall of 1952 it was reported that besides the one movie 
projector then in Tokyo, another was on its way from the United 
States. It was decided that the new projector should be al-
located to Hokkaido.32 
Because of the Korean War, quite a number of Lutherans 
in the American military forces were again passing through 
Tokyo. To assist in caring for these people spiritually, 
the Lutheran Service Commission stationed the Rev. Edwin 
Sohn in Tokyo as service pastor. He arrived there in August, 
28
":Minutes of Executive Committee :Meeting," March "7, 
1952, p. 8. 
29 Ibid., May 2, 1952, p. 13. 
3
oibid., July 4, 1952, p. 23. 
31 
~., Oct. 1-2, 1952, p. 24. 
32 !ill·, p. 35 • 
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1952. He thus relieved Bergt and other missionaries of many 
responsibilities in ministering to those in uniform. 33 Oftice 
space was rented by the Lutheran Service CoIIDD.ission in the 
Tokyo Lutheran Center.34 
All-Lutheran Free Conferences 
Danker and Shibata served as representatives of the Mis-
souri Synod mission at the All-Lutheran Free Conferences at 
Kobe on October 9, 1951, and at Tokyo in April, 1952. At the 
Kobe conference, Danker delivered the first essay read at one 
of these informal conferences. His subject was: "Evangelism: 
A Scriptural Interpretation." He was asked to prepare a Lu-
theran comity map. This was done, and copies of it were dis-
tributed at the meeting in April, 1952.35 
On August 13-15, 1952, a summer conference of Lutheran 
missionaries from nine different Lutheran groups was held at 
the Y.W.C.A. camp at Lake Nojiri. One hundred people regis-
tered for this free and informal gathering. It was learned 
that the total number of Lutheran missionaries working or 
appointed to work in Jauan was about two hundred fifty. This 
33William J. Danker, "Japan News Letter, n Oct. 8, 1952, 
p. 7. 
3411Kinutes of Executive Committee Meeting," Oct. 1- 2, 
1952, p. 34. 
35 f the Japan Conference of The 
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was from twenty to twenty-five per cent of the total Protes-
tant missionary strength in the country. Missionary Heerboth 
of the Missouri Synod mission conducted a discussion of Dr. 
C. F. W. Walther's~ and Gospel during the sessions. 36 
Medical Missions 
A discussion of possible medical mission work in Japan 
took place in the 1950 Mission Conference. The discussion 
centered chiefly around the possibilities of setting up a 
mobile unit or a dental clinic. The Chairman was asked to 
appoint a committee to investigate the matter of medical mis-
sions further.37 
The same conference adopted a resolution stating that 
items of welfare from donors in the United States should be 
distributed free of charge to the most needy persons, that 
those among the Christians who received such gifts should be 
informed that they could show their appreciation in the form 
of an offering or some kind of service, and that all welfare 
activities were to be in accord with national and international 
regulations.38 
At its 1951 meeting the Mission Conference resolved that 
each mission group be encouraged to appoint or elect a welfare 
-
36Danker, "Japan News Letter," gp_. ill·' 
37
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connnittee from among its members, both to investigate peti-
tions for aid and available local resources, using such re-
sources to the fullest possible extent. 39 The Welfare Com-. 
mittee of the conference was then dissolved, and a new Medical 
and Social Welfare Committee was organized.40 Miss Norma 
Lenschow, lviiss Adelheid Mueller, and Missionary Egolf were 
elected to this newly formed group.41 
Miss Mueller presented a aetailed report on the work of 
the Lutheran Medical Association to the 1951 conference. She 
stated that although the association had been organized only 
in May,42 it had been carrying on many activities, including 
sick visits, interviews, welfare advice and instructions, 
sanitation inspections, streptomycin injections, examination 
of church employees and students, production of literature, 
etc., all with the goal of evs.ngelization. Most expenses had 
been borne by the members themselves. Plarmed projects for 
the future included: a physician for summer camps, informa-
tion for children concerning tuberculosis, lectures on wel-
fare work, a society newspaper, training of workers in the 
United States, and training of mission workers in visiting 
39 
"Minutes," 1951, .2!?.• £!,!., p. 5, par. 42. 
40Ibid., p. 12, par. 88. 
41Ibi · l" 1-zo f ~., p. ,, par. v0 • 
42Mrs. Egolf's Missionary's Report states that it was 
organized in March. 
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a tubercuJ..os1.s hosp 1. tal. or a training i ns ti tut ion. 4 3 
In 1950 and l95J.. Missionary Heerboth was engaged in nego-
tiations in beha.l.f' of' Dr. and Mrs. Nobutaka Azuma, a Japanese 
couple who will probabl.y pl.ay an important rol.e in medical 
m:1.ssions f'or the mission. Dr. Azuma is the son o:f a Buddhist 
miss ions.ry. He went with his parents to the Phil.ippines at 
an early age. His f'ather died when he was :five years ol.d, 
and he was sent by his brother to a Jesuit high school.. He 
attended a university in the Philippines, where he received 
a a.agree in medicine, as well as a license to practice medi-
cine in that country. It was suggested to him to go to Japan 
to obtain a medical license there, also. 'While he was there, 
World War II broke out enc. he could not return to the Philip-
pines. Later the chance to return came with an offer to work 
at the Japanese Nava1 Hospital in Manila. · He remained there 
a year and then returned to St. Luke I s Hospital in Tokyo. 
All or his re1ati ves, a total of thirteen, were lost in the 
war, including his brother, who had become a Buddhist priest. 
His mother, sisters, nieces, and nephews died of starvation 
and co1d during the civilian evacuation. 44 
Dr. Azuma then worked for five years as clinical patholo-
gist at an American AI"I!!Y hospital in Sapporo. He talked with 
a Lutheran d h t The latter 
octor there, Captain Joel H. Ric er . 
43"1{ . -
4411 11nutes," 1951, .£E.· ill•, P· 10, pe.r. 76. 
t.11. ss • J a:os:i""' f ,r. di al l.ons ,,, -ie se D d Wife Here Preparing or Die c 
, 'I'he octor an 1,, 1951 p 9 ~ §1. Louis Lutheran, May ~, ' • • 
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suggested that he visit Missionary Heerboth.45 After instruct-
ing the Azumas for some time, Heerboth baptized Dr. Azuma and 
confirmed his wife on January 13, 1951.46 He also took care 
of the arrangements for Dr. anc Mrs. Azuma to come to the 
United States for further medical study at Lutheran Hospital 
in St. Louis, Missouri. They arrived in St. Louis on March 30, 
1951. 47 They intend to return to Japan anc set up a modern 
medical clinic in Sapporo, thus giving great impetus to the 
mission's . medical work. 
The 1952 Mission Conference devoted considerable atten-
tion to medical missions. A resolution was adopted express-
ing gratitude to the Board of Foreign Missions for beginning 
to make plans for Dr. Azuma's work in Hokkaido by placing ~iss 
Lenschow in Sapporo where she could lay the groundwork for 
medical activities. The same resolution urged the Board to 
make plans for providing facilities for Dr. Azuma's work be-
fore his return .to Japan.48 
In October, 1952, the Executive Connnittee submitted a 
request to the Board for authorization of an expenditure of 
$10,000 for purchase of land across the street from the Yama-
1951. 
451.lli· 
46 Letter from Paul Strege to the writer, dated Jan. 15, 
4711Japanese Doctor," .QI?.• ill• 
48 
"Proceedings," 1952, ~· cit., p. 22, par. 62. 
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bana {Immanuel) Chapel in Sapporo as a site for the proposed 
clinic.49 
The Lutheran Hour 
Missionary Kreyling, reporting as the Radio Committee to 
the 1950 Mission Conference, stated that a NU'. Ninno of Radio 
Tokyo, who had made certain promises to the Lutheran Layman's 
League while he had been in America, was not able to keep his 
promises, since he had been replaced during his absence by a 
Mr. Manni, a man who was not favorable to the League's plan 
for radio evangelism. Although the mission hac scheduled the 
Lutheran Hour on the regular religious broadcast of Decem-
ber 11, 1949, its program was suddenly displaced shortly 
before that date.SO 
At the 1951 conference, Kreyling reported that the Lu-
theran Hour was to be broadcast in English over the Armed 
Forces Radio Service (AFRS) every third Sunday. A Japanese 
broadcast might be possible in the future when the commercial 
stations would be in operation.51 
At the same conference, Danker stated that several hun-
dred re sponses h ad been received to the short wave broadcast 
of the Lutheran Hour from Manila. One person in Tokyo had 
49 
"?,~ i nu te s of Executive Committee L';eet i ng, II Oct. 1-2, 
1952, p. 25. 
50 
ill.·' 5, 48. "Minutes, " 1950, .2E.. p • par. 
51 45. "Minutes," 1951, 2.E.• ~., p. 5, par. 
·-- - ·™-
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been won through this means. Most of the letters received 
came from areas where the mission was not working and were 
therefore turned over to other Lutheran groups.52 
Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, Radio Director of the Inter-
national Lutheran Hour, was in Japan from September 5-14, 
1951, for the purpose of inaugurating the broaacasting of 
the Lutheran Hour there. During his stay the contract was 
signed with the first of the new private commercial stations, 
Station JOAR of Nagoya.53 This 10,000-watt station opened 
on September 30 as the first commercial stati on ever to oper-
ate in Japan. The initial broadcast of the Lutheran Hour took 
place on October 28.54 Missionary Glock became Lutheran Hour 
Director, with Danker and Meyer assisting.55 
As a result of Dr. Bertermann's visit the Lutheran Lay-
man's League received permission to transmit a one-half hour 
broadcast over the one hundred twenty station network of 
Nippon Hosso Kyokai, the Japan Broadcasting Corporation, on 
November 4, 1951. This government-owned, non-commercial net-
work covers all of Japan from Hokkaido to Kyushu. This was a 
one-time broadcast only.56 
p. 1. 
52
~., p. 6, par. 46. 
53 
William J. Danker, "Missionaries' Memorandum," n.d., 
5411Reports and Memorials," .2£• cit., p. 20. 
55Danker, "Missionaries' Memorandum," n.d., ~· ill• 
56 . II Chr• t 
"Report of First-Fruits from Japan, Bringing is 
to the Nations, Lent-Easter, 1952, p. 15. 
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As newer stations began operations, the Lutheran Hour 
steadily increased the number of outlets over whi~h its pro-
gram was broadcast. By May, 1952, the program was on the fol-
lowing eight stations: 
JOAR 
JONR 
JOFR 
JOKR 
JOHR 
JOSR 
JOIR 
JOMR 
Nagoya 
Osaka 
Fukuoka 
Tokyo 
Sapporo 
Nagano 
Sendai 
Kanazawa 
10,000 watts 
10,000 watts 
5,000 watts 
50,000 watts 
3,000 watts 
500 watts 
3,000 watts 
1,000 watts 
October 28, 1951 
November 18, 1951 
December 9, 1951 
December 30, 1951 
March 9, 1952 
March 30, 1952 
April 6, 1952 
May 11, 195257 
By March, 1953, three more stations had been added: JOZR 
in Shizuoka, JODR in Nagota, and JOER in Hiroshima. These 
eleven stations covered more than half the population and 
brought the Gospel within reach of twelve million families.58 
In order to integrate the Lutheran Hour ..rith the Jliission 
Conference organization and to make the Lutheran Hour respon-
sible to it, the 1952 conference adopted a resolution changing 
the By-Laws of the Constitution so that the Radio Committee, 
instead of having one member would thereafter have three mem-
bers, one to be the Japan Lutheran Hour Director and the other 
t~o to be elected biennially. 59 
The format of the Lutheran Hour broadcast is from start 
to finish a product created in Japan, and is not based on the 
57 , 
"Reports and ?,1emorials,' 2J2.• _ill. 
5811 
'Hour' Now on 11 Stations in Japan," The Lutheran 
Layman, march l, 1953, p. 5. 
59 
"Proceedings," 1952, .2E.!. ill.•, pp. 12 f., par. 19. 
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program as it is presented in the United states. In ay' 
1952, Japan was the only one of the fifty-five countries in 
which the Lutheran Hour was being broadcast which received the 
greater portion of its support directly from Missouri Synod 
funds.61 
. Missionary Glock reported to the Executive Committee in 
its meeting in October, 1952, concerning the first year's 
operation of the Lutheran Hour. From October, 1951, to Sep• 
tember, 1952, 273 broa.dcasts were made. The budget for the 
year was $41,000. The average cost per station per broadcast 
was $110. Considering a potential audience at that time of 
forty-tr...ree million, the cost for each listener had been 
1/250¢. The mission of the Augustana Lutheran Church was 
paying the broadcasting costs over the Hiroshima station. 
Requests had. been received from Hawaii and the Philippines for 
tape recording s of the broadcasts. These were to be sent out 
as soon as funds were received. for their cost. One Sunday a 
month was being set aside for a sermon by one of the mission-
aries. A budget of $85,000 was planned for the second yea:r 
of operation. During September, 1952, mail response totaled 
1,702 post cards and 3,743 letters. 
During the month 4,108 
tests were receivea, Bible Correspondence Course 
making a total of 
people applied for the course, 
60Ib1d., p. 2. 
t P 21. 61 11 -2£ • Ci • I • 
"Reports and 1"1emorie.l5 , __.-
and 1,744 
5,852 Corre-
159 
spondence Course contacts for that month. A total ot 781 
Bibles was sent out upon request. The Home Bible League 
supplied the Bibles free of charge and the Lutheran Hour 
paid only the postage on them. Income from Japanese sources 
during the month totaled about $140.62 
Names and addresses of those who write in to the Lutheran 
Hour are being sent to missionaries in the vicinity, who, in 
turn, visit the individuals and seek to bring them int~ Bible 
classes or other mission activities. Several people have thus 
been won as a direct result of the Lutheran Hour broadcasts 
and the follow up work being done by the missionaries. 
62 "Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting," Oct. 1-2, 
1952, p. 27. 
- =-
.. t .SSZIUD, .-3 F 
-
CHAPTER X 
CONCLUSION 
Immediately a:fter the close of World War II, there was 
a great deal of apparent interest and curiosity in Japan con-
cerning t ~e Christian religion. The Japanese came in large 
numbers to attene religious meetings, as has been indicated 
throughout this thesis. But, as Missionary Hass puts it: 
"Whenever reading of great numbers in Japan, a cautious inter-
pretation is usually in order.ul The curiosity subsided and 
the numbers attending Sunday schools end Bible classes were 
no longer wh.a.t they had once been. The signing of the peace 
treaty 1n September, 1951, after which Japan was again inde-
pendent and the Occupation forces were withdrawn, seemed to 
hasten the return of Japan to its former attitudes and concern 
for the ancient religions. There has been a great revival of 
interest in Shinto and Buddhism. This has become apparent to 
missionaries in all denominations. Otto Mosimann, of the 
Liebenzell Mission in Japan, states: 
The situation of the mission work in Japan bas changed 
very much in a short time. A year ago, you could read 
of wide open doors, mass meetings, and revivals in Japan; 
today we are looking for mass meetings in vain. The 
situation after the war, brousht it to pass, that Amer-
ican missionaries were almost the only ones who came to 
Japan. Many Japanese expected all help and salvation 
1Mimeographed letter from LeRoy Hass, dated Nov. 23, 
1952, p. 3. 
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from America.. Now they have changed their attitude 
against America and with it against Christianity. They 
are putting Christianity and Commtlllism ·on the same level 
and oppose 1 t as "foreign ideology • • This is not yet 
noticed in a general or ill a mean -way, but you realize 
it. Since the peace treaty came into effect, Japan very 
rapidly returned to her old traditions. The Emperor, 
personally, went to Ise a few days ago (where the Goddess 
of the Sun is worshipped as the patron of the Emperor'.s 
family) and reported to the ancestors what i s going on 
in Japan. Recently you could read on a sign: "Let the 
eight million e;oa.s of Japan rise again. 11 On nry trip to 
the south of Japan I was amazed to see the building of 
new temples in progress.2 
Missionaries of the Missouri Synod mission were also 
noticing the same thing. Vicar Robert Wennerstrom writes: 
"We are convinced that the wide open doors everyone was talk-
ing about in Japan two or three years ago are rapidly slamming 
shut and opposition is increasing."3 
However, the fact that numbers were decreasing did not 
necessarily mean that the work was not progressing satisfac-
torily. In a survey of the year 1952, the International 
Review E.f. Missions states: 
American evangelists visiting Japan to conduct campaigns 
among specific groups note a diminution in the.number of 
people attending meetings out of curiosity, ana evidence, 
rather, of a search for a lasting faith. Results, there-
fore, v1hile numerically less spectacular, may well prove 
to be more permanent in character. 4 
2otto Mosimann 11Jauan," Liebenzell Mission, Sept.-Oct.' 
' . 1952, p. 5. 
3Mirn.eographed letter from Robert Wennerstrom, dated 
Dec. 2, 1952, p. 1. 
4 1952," The International Review 
"A Survey of the ·Year 
.2f. Missions, Jan., 1953, p. 4. ----
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The changing conditions in Japan did not mean that the 
Missouri Synod mission would decrease its efforts in that 
country. On the contrary, the change in attitude on the part 
of the people called for a renewal of consecration, prayer, 
and effort to meet the new challenge that Japan presented •. 
Dr. O. H. Schmidt, Executive Secretary of the Bos.rd of Foreign 
Missions, was asked by the writer on April 17, 1953, for a 
personal statement with reference to the present state of 
the mission's activities in Japan. He replied: 
The first somewhat spectacular advance and rapid ex-
pansion has now turned into the second phase of a mis-
sion enterprise which is not so glamorous, but means a 
·steady d~gging in, building up the members gained, work-
ing patiently to bring in others one by one, and train-
ing the members to do personal mission work. All of 
this is not so dramatic, but is very necessary for the 
healthy development of an indig~nous church. 
In the early part of 1955, Missionary William J. Danker 
wrote: 
We are deeply grateful to Synod and to various groups 
and individuals for the generous support given our new 
mission in Japan over the past four years in the way 
of personnel, buildings, equipment, and maintenance. 
Now it is up to us on the field to continue to strengthen 
our stakes, to dig 1n firmly and to preach the Gospel in 
season and out of season to consolidate the good begin-5 ning which God has permitted us, by His grace, to make. 
Danker feels that the needs for the immediate future lie 
especially in the area of additional personnel--a steady supply 
of new missionaries, together with trained personnel in certain 
51etter from William J. Danker to the writer, dated 
April 2, 1953. 
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specialized lines, particularly in the fields of literature 
and student work.6 
In looking over the facts presented in this thesis, one 
will doubtless become convinced that the first missionaries 
of the Mi ssouri Synod to enter Japan did t heir mission work 
thoroughly, as they under Goa established t he church t here 
on solid ground. They are to be con~ended for the vision and 
foresight they have s i1.0wn in these early years as they con-
ducted their mission work on a firm Biblical basis with a view 
to the establishment of an indigenous church as soon as pos-
sible. In spite of the changing political and religi ous atti-
tudes in Japan during these few years, which th~ missionaries 
had anticipated, they have not compromised their Christian 
principles, but have done all in their power to e_sta.blish a 
truly Christian Church . They have continued to proclaim the 
Word of God, having full confidence that their efforts were 
not in vain, knowing that God's Word would not return to Him 
void, but the.tit would accomplish that which He pleased and 
would prosper wherever it was preached. 
SOL! DEO GLORIA! 
--c.·~ · 
J.PPJltDIX A 
LIST OJ' JJCEICAI MISSIO?Wa' PERSONDL 
llame 
Danker, William J. and Mrs. 
Meyer, Richard and Mrs.2 
Egolf, Ralph and Mrs.2 
Bass, LeR07 and Mrs.2 
Shibata, George and Mrs. 
Reerboth, Paul and Mrs. 
Strege, Paul and Hrs. 
Lenschow, Miss Norma3 
Mueller, Miss Adelheid.3 
Krey ling, Paul and Mr1. 
Suelflow, Roy and Mrs. 
Zwintscher, Victor and Mrs. 
:Brege, Cllfford.S 
Fromm~ El.woods 
Ball, Les terS 
Poetter, Ri.chardS 
l3ringewatt, Ralph and Mrs. 
Zechiegner, Max 
Auv, BU8}l and Mrs. 
Glock, Delmar and Mrs. 
Popp, Milton and Mrs. 
l3ergt, Elmer d Mrs. 
l3ecker, Donald.5 
Lange, Wi lliamS 
Luekillg, Deans 
Patschke, ArbieS 
Schroeder, RoyS 
WennerstromA Robert 
Epp, Robert:, if Mrs. 
Tewes, JCtoward. l and Mrs. 
Pallmeyer, Paul and Mrs. 
Hints, Richard and Mrs. 
Beujabr, Robert9 and Mrs. 
!heiss, O. R. and Mrs. 
Carow, Albert 
Jastram, Robert and Mrs. 
Date of 
Arrin.l 
Principal 
Station(a) 
Sept. 14, 19!181 .uaba., Toqo 
Dec. 10, 19!18 X"Ogenuma.; Totsuka 
Dec. lB, 19!18 Yokohama. 
Dec. 18, 1948 Sapporo 
April 29, 1949 Meguro, !oqo 
Juq ·)l, 1949 Sapporo; Toqo Luth. Center 
Juq Jl, 1949 Sapporo; Asahigava 
Sept. 21, 1949 Toqo; Sapporo 
Sept. 21, 1949 Toqo 
Oct. l, 1949 lwmo; Urava 
llov. 16, 19# liiigata; Toqo Luth. Center 
Dec. 17, 1949 liiigata; Shirone 
Dec. 21, 19506 Shibata; liitsu Dec. 21, 1950 6 Sapporo; Otaru Dec. 21, 1950 J.sabu, !oqo; Ikegam1 
Dec. 21, 1950 Xamo; Raniuda 
Jan. 7, 19517 lliigata 
March 10, 19 51 O~a; Urava 
March JO, 1951 Sapporo; Ow.ru 
March JO, 1951 !oqo Im.th. Center 
June l, 1951 Itabaahi; Shibata 
Ju.q 2JII., 1951 !oqo Luth. Center 
Aug. :3, 19518 Xugenuma; !otnlra 
Aug. J, 1951 Ke,;uro, Toqo; Ikegami 
Aug. :, , 19 51 Y okohalla; Otwla 
Aug. J, 1951 J'agaoka; San.Jo 
Aug. J, 1951 Sapporo 
AU8• :3, 195112 AAhi~a; 1akapva 
Aug. 16, 1951 !oqo 
Au&. 16, 19 51 Toqo 
Sept. 6, 1951 A1eh1gava; 
Oct. J, 19 .Sl Sapporo 
Sept. 21, 1952 !oqolO 
Oct. 12, 1952 !oqo
1
wth. Center 
Feb. 6, 1953 Toqo~ 
Jeb. 6, 195:3 !oqo 
1xrs. Danker arrived on leb. 12, 1949. 
2iirom ~na. 
'1lurse !rom China. 
~eft !or Formosa on Wq .5, 19.52 • 
.5yicar. 
6aeturned to the United States on Juq 16, 19.52. 
7l'rom China after a brief' pastorate in the United Ste.tea. 
8Left for the Philippines in January, 1953. 
9irea.eher. 
1
~e School. 
11:ea.stness Ma.na&er. 
12!.eft ·for the Philippines in March, 19.5:3. 
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HOXKA.IDO AREA 
Asa.higawa Strege '49 68 S9 233 28 23 2 100 ·4,275 86 82 
:Bihoro Strege '.51 56 2 32 398 (Discontinued) 
Fuka€awa Pallmeyer '.51 7 7 7 7 7 10 278 37 
M1sumai Hass ,49 3 J .5 20 
Mi7ashita Pallmeyer 1.52 28 
Obihiro Hass '.51 6 6 22 (Discontimed) 
Otaru Au,,, •so 2 2 2 2 l? 2,454? 60 46 
Sap.(Gr.) Hass '.51 16 1.5 90 8 8 .5.5 1,482 62 7.5 
Sa:p. (Im. ) Hass 149 49 44 186 2 .5 .5 58 2,172 120 100 
Sap.Y .Cent.Hintz 152 14 239 2.5 
Tomar1 Hass 1.52 l l l 90 
Toyohira Hintz 152 8 
NIIGATA AREA. 
Haniuda Poetter 151 3 J 3 15 
Xamo Poetter '.50 15 11 48 l 2 1 .53 744 75. 25 
Kuzuzuka :Brege 151 16 
Hagaoka. Patsci:lke I .51 ll 124 46 
lliigata l3ringewatt 149 16 16 68 2 l .58 1,807 lJl9 29 
Niitsu :Brege 1.51 70 12 
Buttari Patschke 1.51 .5 
Sanjo Patscbke 1.51 11 
Shibata Popp 1.50 4 4 29 243 18 
Shirone Zvintscher '.50 12 s ])j. 51 480 6S 1.3 
lWlTO AREA 
Azabu Da.Dker 149 J4 31 162 2 9 1 .56 1,799 36 
Re.nno Kreylillg 149 6 6 34 3.5 .533 .50 20 
Iidabashi :Bergt 1.51 201 21 84 10 2 28 1,8.58 92 89 
lkegami Glock I .50 .5 2 39 J 2 .52 9.50 70 20 
Itabashi Heerboth I .51 6 6 11 4.7 1, ll.5 10 
Johnson A:B Zschiegner '.51 J 1 (Discontinued) 20 
XU€enuma Meyer 149 68 48 288 9 1.3 l 97 3,401 17.5 9.5 
Meguro Shi"oata 149 91 70 42.5 16 20 2 67 J,JOJ 243 122 
Ofuna Shibata 1.51 33 24 118 6 l8 2 .52 6.52 226 23 
Omiya Zschiegner I .52 .5 94 223 24 
Totsuka Meyer 149 .53 32 2.53 7 4 60 2,108 100 81 
Urawa Zschiegner I .50 .5 .5 40 l .53 l,018 2'.30 Jl 
Yamato Meyer I .52 l 25 20 2.3 
Yokohama. Egolf 149 44 42 341 2 16 2 1.57 3,6.54 126 188 
GIU.ND TOTALS .567 4.59 2, .52.5 76 1.54 37 l, 182 3.5,206 2,332 1,393 
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JPPERl>IX C 
A?lNUAI, STATISTICAL SUMMAR? 
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1949 12 111 921 742 74o 
1950 22 19.'.3 114 176 46 1 637 20,,584 72 1,428 1,062 
1951 26 43.'.3 278 197 68 2 1,6612 .'.3.'.3,74o 360 2, 7'Z/ 2,271 
1952 .'.34 567 459 230 .'.37 .'.3 2,525 35,206 34.'.3 2,.'.3.'.32 l,.'.39.'.3 
1Armed services and missionary personnel. 
2ar these, 489 were 8.l'J!led services and missionary personnel. 
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.APPmDIX D 
ATT!E>AlfCES AT MEi"rillGS 
Se:ptember 1, 1950 - December 31, 1952 
BIBLE CLASSES SUNDAY SCHOOLS SERVICES SPEC .MEEr!ltGS 
Month Reports Sess. Attenci. Sess. Attend Sess. Attend Sess. Attend 
Sept.'50 12 163 2,828 40 3.739 42 1,509 2 43 
Oct. 150 13 190 J,252 48 3,906 40 1,508 
llov. 'SO 14 209 3.775 39 5,433 45 2, 7'Z/ 9 734 
Dec. 150 12 148 J,36J 45 8,167 57 J,673 11 2,519 
Je.n. 151 16 171 2,751 41 4,02J 49 2,2#9 1 835 
Feb. 151 17 2).i.5 J,899 52 5,047 55 2,072 
Mar. 151 18 251 4,J37 58 5,519 64 J,096 1 120 
Apr. 151 21 J2).j, 4,951 74 7,584 79 J,407 18 lJ,693 
Mey 151 21 244 .5,175 75 5,859 65 2,447 18 l0,.594 
June 151 21 J24 5,315 76 6,477 66 2,ll5 12 1,744 
July 151 21 237 J,110 90 5,817 76 2,887 9 177 
Aug. 1 51 2).j, 22B J,019 66 J,196 66 2,342 25 1,197 
Sept.• 51 25 J65 5,186 75 4,503 92 J,411 28 3, .585 
Oct. 1 51 32 470 .5,771 69 5,147 95 2,76o 19 2,861 
Nov. '51 J2 478 6,159 85 6,885 95 2,844 9 576 
Dec. 1.51 Jl 4J5 .5,892 94 10,888 lJJ 4, 2.5.5 64 6,281 
Je.n. '.52 Jl 3.56 .5,439 100 7,424 93 2,653 J2 1,690 
Feb. • .52 32 443 5,402 104 8,)41 90 J,207 21 699 
Mar. I 52 31 469 5,683 12.5 9.749 132 J.849 57 1,414 
Apr. I ,52 33 473 5,755 116 8,644 llJ J,.5.58 6J 4,192 
~ I ,52 33 .512 6,.539 12.5 8,009 109 J,27.5 66 4,.511 
June '.52 JJ .511 6,495 144 9,622 121 4, l.5J .59 2,157 
Ju~ I ,52 JO 42B 4,488 119 6,929 101 2,737 68 l, 797 
Aug. '.52 29 . .506 3,415 112 5,224 111 J,077 1.54 4,79.5 
Sept.' 52 29 422 4,812 10.5 5,432 83 2,807 .54 1,4.54 
Oct. • .52 JO 493 5,100 98 ~.6Sl 96 2,,541 84 2,399 
liov. 152 JO 462 4,.5'Z/ 118 7,826 12# 3,479 73 1,925 
Dec. '.52 JO J.51 3,585 lOJ 8,387 115 J,118 1J4 6,244 
APPENDIX IC 
LAND AND Jro'ILDINGS IR J~Ail - .DECli203liB 31, 1952 
Land Year of :Sldg. 
Place (Tsubo) Value Type of :Sldg. Acq./ Constr. Va.lue 
HOKKAIDO AREA 
Asahigawa 237.4 $8,000 Chapel 1951 $5,300 
Asahigawa 111. 500 Residence 1951 8,000 
Otaru 127.4 1,.500 ChE.pel 19.52 
Otaru 1,.500 Residence 19.52 
Sapporo 63.75 Resic..ence fl 1949 6,500 
Sapporo 79.82 Residence #2 1949 3,500 
Sapporo 79,82 Residence #3 1949 3,500 
Sapporo 190.2 Cha3>e 1 (~Sll&) 1951 4,000 
Sapporo 241.05 Ch.e.pel (Yamahana) 1951 4,000 
Sapporo 100. Youth Center 1952 53,000 
lU I GATA AREA 
Ka.mo 113.27 Ch.cpel-Residence 1952 3,7.50 
Nii['ata 237.35 Resic.ence 1949 12,500 
lUigata. 123.54 Chapel 1950 . J,000 
Shibata Resici.ence 19.52 12,000 
Shirone Chapel . 1952 1,.500 
KANTO AREA 
Azabu 285. Resici.ence #1 1949 10,000 
Azabu 422.?J Chapel 1950 3,000 
Hanno 8.5. Native House 19.50 500 
Ranno School 1951 3.5,000 
Ha.'ln.o Residence 1952 8,.500 
X:ue;enuma JOO. 1,000 Cba-::iel 1949 5,000 
Meguro 1,.500 Resici.ence #2 19.50 6,000 
Mesuro 22J.l..40 Chapel 1950 12,000 
Of'IL"'la 1.50 Chapel 1952 
Omiya. 187.4 Residence 19.51 8,.500 
Tokyo Center :370. Office-School 19.51 110,000 
Tokyo 334.27 lf, 200 
Residence fJ 19.51 4,700 
Tokyo Resici.ence #4 19.51 .5,300 
Tokyo 
304.J 
Resic.ence #.5 1951 5,300 
Tokyo 2,000 Residence i6 19.51 4,700 
To~ro Residence 17 1952 11,000 
Tolcy-o Residence 18 1952 12,000 
Totsuka Re:i. tee. Center 19.50 6,000 
Totsuka 3.51. Residence 1952 5,100 
Ure.we. 1,.574. .5,000 School 19.52 11,000 
Yokohama. Rented Resiei.ence 19.50 4,000 
Yokohama. 3;0 Re.sic..ence 19.51 6,800 
Yokohama 200. Cha:9el 1951 5,500 
TOTALS $25,700 $397,450 
Note: Where there is no value.tion placed on the land, its value is included 
under the bu.ildiDG valuation. 
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APPDlDI.X·1 
DPllIDITUBES JOR JJJ>A'R MISSI0ll 
To January 31, 19.50 
Subsiccy-
Salaries in States 
Travel 
Scholarships 
Pension 
Meci.ical 
Equi:pment Allowances 
Equipment 
Incidentals 
Peace Thenk Offering~ :Builclinga 
Subsiey 
Salaries in States 
Travel 
Scnolarships 
Pension 
Medical 
Equipment Allowances 
Miscellaneous 
To Januacy Jl, 
Peace Thank Offering -- :Buildings 
Centennial Thank Of. -- :Builciings 
Luth. Women's Missiona.cy Lea&U8 -- :Bldg. 
Special Gifts 
$ 2.5, 989 • .51 
8,028.18 
7,277.14 
3, 2.5.5 • 2.5 
J83.ll 
433.99 
2,000.00 
844.1.5 
6.59 .1.5 
2.5,000 .oo 
19.51 
105,662.14 
1,042.00 
7,14J.08 
2,918.00 
842.07 
180.3.5 
700.00 
109.26 
48 ,802.4.5 
11,76.5.73 
35,000.00 
20,984.76 
To January 31, 19.52 
224,824.6.5 Subsiey 
Land and l3uildirigs 30,000.00 
32,961.23 
lJ,304.0.5 
Peace Thank Offering -- :Buildings 
Special Gifts 
4,721.89 
48,5.00 
sao.so 
2,862.17 
115.93 
To Janua.17 31, 19.53 
Travel 
Salaries in States 
Scholarships 
Pension 
Miscellaneous 
Subsidy 
Land and :Buildings 
Peace Thank Offering -- :Buildings 
Conquest for Christ -- :Buildings 
Special Gifts 
Travel 
Sal~ries in States 
Schol~.rships 
Pension 
Equipment Allowances 
Medical 
MiscellAlleous 
GlWID TOTAL 
197, 091 • .53 
1.5, 732. 79 
14, 2.50.00 
.51,.549.05 
7,422.05 
6,790.28 
1,793.62 
2,483.00 
.5,448.69 
1,800.00 
213.71 
193.32 
$ -73,870.48 
23.5.149.84 
309, 8.55 .42 
3o4,768.o4 
$ 923,64J.?8 
-- -~--- z --- =- --- -
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